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in this issue:

Stewardship to Help a 
Refugee Family Becomes a 

Precious Gift in Return
Christ The King is the first parish 

to partner with the Diocesan Office of 
Immigrants and Refugees to lend support 
to two refugee families, one from Syria and 
the other from the Congo, during their early 
transition to life in the United States.

In early November, Ed and Chris 
Caron and Liz Dufresne, members of the 
parish Refugee Committee, visited the 
African family, Motema and Mapendo 
Mugwa, at their very modest third floor 
apartment in Providence to identify ways 
our parish could be helpful in the months 
ahead. Here are their observations of that 
visit.

We came with the best of intentions. 
How could the Refugee Committee 

be of immediate help to the Mugwa 
family with household needs, perhaps 
some food items, maybe some warm 
clothing, especially for five year-old 
Zachariah and five month-old Rehema, 
to prepare for our typical New England 
winter?

The visit also was intended to learn 
more about the couple: their family 
life growing up, how they met, their 
experiences leading up to and during 
their 12 years in a refugee camp, and how 

Advent increases our 

hope, a hope which 

does not disappoint. 

The Lord 

never lets us down.

pope francis

 f Lynda Tisdell writes about the Giving Tree (page 3).

 f Lucy Mueller tells us about two parishioners who inspire us (page 4).

 f Three families share Advent and Christmas traditions that remind us that 
Christ is the “reason for the season” (page 5).

 f Kathy Pesta reflects on the dark and light of Advent (page 6).

 f Dave Vissoe tells about the distribution of backpacks for homeless veterans 
and other homeless Rhode Islanders (page 8).

Music Director Tom Kendzia welcomes 
the audience to the 29th Annual Concert 
for the Feast of Christ the King on 
Thursday, November 16. In addition to 
the two evening concerts, Tom’s publisher 
OCP sponsored a workshop the following 
Saturday for those involved in music 
ministry at Christ the King and other 
parishes. Donations to this year’s concert 
enabled the parish to give just over $5,000 
to Assumption Parish in Providence. See 
page 9 for more photos.

(Continued on page 2)
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they ended up in Rhode Island. 
These were all typical questions to 

put forth the human side of our new 
parish initiative and, in so doing, to 
hopefully garner the financial help from 
parishioners beyond the immediate 
commitments from Refugee Committee 
members to address the family’s short-
term needs.

Although we had prepared our 
questions with care and sensitivity, we 
were inadvertently asking Motema and 
Mapendo to reopen a window into 
their past lives filled with anguish and 
emotional trauma. 

To their credit, Motema and 
Mapendo politely and thoughtfully 
shared with us enough of their life’s 
journey to convince us that most of their 
story should remain untold.

The short version of their story: 
despite 12 years living in the isolation of 
a refugee camp, Motema took advantage 
of educational opportunities to learn 
English and French, in addition to his 
native Swahili. He read the Bible to 
strengthen his Christian faith. He toiled 
the small plot of land provided to him 
to feel productive. And he and Mapendo 
became the proud parents of Zachariah.

Fast forward, the Mugwa family has 
been living in Providence for the past 
several months. Motema works full-time 
at a nearby laundry from 5:00 a.m. until 
1:30 p.m. He does not yet have a driver’s 
license and is not on a public transit 
route so he pays a neighbor to drive 
him to and from work. They have food 
stamps to cover their food needs, but they 
are responsible for all other household 
expenses. 

While they are no longer dealing 
with the isolation of a refugee camp, we 
came away from our visit concerned that 
they are dealing with a different form of 
isolation. Transportation is a constant 
logistical challenge but, on a broader 
level, so is their feeling of being strangers 
in a strange new world. 

They would like to join a Pentecostal 
Church in the Providence area to renew 
practicing their faith, to enable Mapendo 
to use her singing talents, and to 
experience a sense of community. 

Because Motema and Mapendo 
feel they have been given the precious 
gift of freedom and a new life in the 
United States, they were very reluctant 
to accept any additional help. However, 
Liz and Chris were very effective in 
convincing them to allow Christ the King 
to support some of their material needs: 
winter clothing, non-food items for their 
baby, perhaps a bicycle, and a rotation 
of volunteer weekend drivers to help 
them find the right church to meet their 
spiritual needs.

What the Mugwa family did not 
realize was the precious gift they provided 
to us during this one-hour visit, the gift 
of their own humanity. Their humility, 
sense of appreciation in simple pleasures, 
and most importantly, their faith in God 
were enough to take our breath away. 

Asked what his dreams are for the 
future, Motema said without hesitation, 
“In God, everything is possible; for the 
first time in my life, I have a sense of my 
own identity and the freedom to make 
decisions for myself and my family. Now, 
I am somebody and I am blessed with 
children who call me Papa.”

Motema and Mapendo hope to find 
a new kind of freedom, aspirations most 
of us would take for granted. A library 
card so they can read to their children. 
A driver’s license and a vehicle to take 
their family on excursions beyond their 
neighborhood. And, some day, Motema 
would hope to own his own small retail 
shop “that will bring joy to people.”

There is no doubt that Christ the 
King parishioners will be exceedingly 
generous in supporting the Refugee 
Committee’s efforts to assist with the 
Mugwa family’s material needs during 
this transition. Liz Dufresne will lead that 
effort.

However, the bigger challenge for 
our parish may well be supporting the 
Mugwa’s emotional needs . . . finding 
the right balance of being there for them 
on their own terms while giving them 
their space to learn to trust our best of 
intentions to help them assimilate into 
this strange new world.

For more information about the 
parish Refugee Committee, contact 
Pastoral Associate Jen Marran at 
jmarran@ctkri.org.

“In God, everything is 

possible; for the first time in 

my life, I have a sense of my 

own identity and the freedom 

to make decisions for 

myself and my family. 

Now, I am somebody and I 

am blessed with children 

who call me Papa.”

motema mugwa

stewardship impacts lives

A Precious Gift in Return
(Continued from page 1)

Learn more about diocesan support for immigrants and refugees. 
Visit dioceseofprovidence.org, click the Catholic Social Services tab and then 

select Immigration and Refugee Services.
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The Giving Tree Makes Christmas Better 
By Lynda Tisdell

Are you torn up at 
the thought of a little 
child waking up on 
Christmas morning 
to no presents? 
The Social Action 
Committee at Christ 
the King’s “Giving 

Tree” tries to prevent this heartbreak 
by matching parish donors who buy 
requested presents for needy children 
from St. Thomas, St. Michael, and St. 
Patrick Churches in Providence. By this 
Christmas, the parishioners of Christ the 
King will have given over 2,100 presents 
in the past three years. 

As Father Jared is fond of saying, 
“Generosity spreads, especially at 
Christmas.” Each Giving Tree present 
encourages more Christmas spirit, more 
generosity, more charity in this giving 
season. If each donor and each recipient 
(4,200 in the past three years) tell just 
three family members or friends of their 
experience, an additional 12,600 people 
are touched. If you add all the people 
who either give, receive or hear about the 
project, over 16,800 people are affected.

It is common for parents to cry 
when they are told that help will be 
coming for their children’s Christmas 
presents. One woman told the church, 
“My husband doesn’t feel comfortable 
with asking for help, but because it was 
for the children, he was ‘a bit’ better. My 
oldest son received a Red Sox sweatshirt 
last year from the Giving Tree. He loved 
it so much that he wore it as often as he 
could get away with it. With our children 
getting older, we really appreciate the 
help again this year.”

Another mother, laid off from her 
job and looking unsuccessfully (so far) 

for another, was thrilled when Christ 
the King said that we would help make 
her children’s Christmas better. Another 
parent said, “Last year my son-in-law 
got hurt at work very close to Christmas 
time. We were so thankful to be put 
on the Christ the King’s Christmas list 
because, even though it was a difficult 
time for us financially, the kids got to ask 
for and receive what they really wanted. 
This brought peace to our family, despite 
the other difficulties we were facing. We 
are so grateful!” The donors are linked 
to the children who receive the presents 
and to their parents. Parishioners who 
shop and give presents to other people’s 
children find themselves, especially on 
Christmas Day, envisioning “their” child 
opening the toy or wearing the new 
winter coat.

So, how does the Giving Tree 
work? I organize the project, but Jenni 
Hoskins does the lion’s share of work 
by printing each color-coded tag with 
directions for the present’s return, along 
with each child’s specific information. 

A Christmas tree goes up in the church 
narthex the weekend after Thanksgiving 
each year, decorated with 600 to 700 
tags, each printed with a child’s request 
of a present, information obtained 
from the parents by our sister churches. 
Each year, parishioners snap up the tags 
and buy the presents, usually ranging 
from $25 to $35. Ninety percent of the 
donors, on average, return the tag with a 
present. Parishioners who would like to 
contribute presents for the 10% who, for 
one reason or another, do not return their 
tag with a present, can make a monetary 
contribution at the Christ the King 
office.

These donations go to the Providence 
churches. Christ the King’s Social 
Action Committee organizes and sends 
the presents to our sister churches in 
Providence who then distribute the 
presents to the parents before Christmas. 
Hundreds of caring people try to insure 
that no child wakes up to a Christmas 
without presents.

“We were so thankful to be 

put on the Christ the King’s 

Christmas list because, even 

though it was a difficult time 

for us financially, the kids got 

to ask for and receive what 

they really wanted. This 

brought peace to our family, 

despite the other difficulties we 

were facing.”

stewardship impacts lives
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Meet a Couple 
Making a Big 

Difference
By Lucy Mueller

Do you know 
parishioners Ron 
and Lorry Laliberte? 
It is very likely that 
you have not run 

into them on any committees here at 
church, but that is only because they 
practice their stewardship in the larger 
community of South Kingstown and 
Charlestown. Asked how long they have 
been volunteering around southern 
Rhode Island, Lorry says it has been too 
many years to recall. 

Ron says for him it started because 
he was a biochemist working in a lab 
all week and he wanted something that 
would enable him to work outdoors 
with his hands. He began volunteering 
at Habitat for Humanity work sites in 
Providence. But when South County 
Habitat was established in the early 

1990s, he brought his skills to this part 
of the state. At that time many of the 
local churches organized crews and took 
turns every Saturday on a build site. 
Ron took charge of the Christ the King 
team and for years he pulled together a 
group of parishioners who volunteered 
one Saturday each month. Meanwhile, 
Lorry was on the phone soliciting other 
parishioners to be lunch-makers for the 
building crew. In those early years, brick 
chimneys were still the norm and Ron 
became known as the “chimney guy.” The 

son of a bricklayer, he had the necessary 
masonry skills to get the job done. But 
in home construction, as in other jobs, 
technology changes how things are done 
and today brick chimneys are exceptions 
to the rule. Also, as one grows older 
one looks to less physically demanding 
chores to perform. So Ron has shifted 
his Habitat volunteering to the Habitat 
ReStore in Charlestown where he helps 
out one day a week. 

Now that both Ron and Lorry have 
retired (she after 40 years as a nurse 
at South County Hospital), they have 
turned their sights toward Welcome 
House, South Kingstown’s homeless 
shelter. Every other Friday they make 
lunches for the shelter’s soup kitchen, a 

place that is open to anyone who wants 
to stop in for lunch. The challenge with 
the lunch making is that they have to 
create a lunch with whatever ingredients 
are on hand, meaning they can’t go in 
with their minds set on a specific menu 
or recipe. Local farmers are generous in 
donations of whatever they have in excess. 
So six dozen eggs might get dropped 
off, meaning that lunch on that day 
might very well be egg salad sandwiches. 
Another challenge is that oftentimes the 
people who are living at Welcome House 

have no idea as to how to use some of the 
vegetables that are brought in. Ron says 
Lorry is the expert soup and salad gal and 
often takes vegetables home to make soup 
for another day. Nothing is wasted, as 
even the leftovers are given away.

As though they didn’t already 
have enough to do, the Lalibertes also 
give a few hours a week to RICAN in 
Charlestown, a state food pantry. There 
they stock and organize the shelves, help 
some of the patrons who visit to shop 
and, in general, just try to be useful. 

Ron and Lorry Laliberte are longtime 
parishioners of Christ the King and are 
happy that their son John and his family 
are also part of the parish family.

parishioners inspire us

Young Stewards
And Jesus said, “Go forth and 

teach all nations.”

Taking Jesus’ challenge to heart, 
six young parishioners share their 
time and talent with those preparing 
for First Eucharist.

 f Great job, Lauren Wessman, 
Emily Jalbert, and Caroline Dowd 
who work as a team to teach the 
little ones about Jesus.

 f Thank you, Maura Power, who 
teaches with her mother Mary 
Ellen, and Brady Butler and Carly 
Broome, who also teach with 
Cheryl Butler.

Lorry and Ron Laliberte
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keeping the season alive: 
Three Families Share Their Christmas Traditions

By Marie White

We all know the Story of Christmas: Luke 
2:7 “And she gave birth to her first born 
son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes 
and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no room for them in the inn.” And, we are 

all familiar with the story of the Gifts of the Magi: Matthew 
2:11 “On entering the house they saw the child with Mary, 
His mother. They prostrated themselves and did Him homage. 
Then they opened their treasures and offered Him gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.” For this issue of the Mustard Seed, 
several families at Christ the King shared their Christmas Season 
stories. The common thread running throughout is keeping the 
real meaning of Christmas alive from generation to generation. 
It was inspiring, at least for me, in reading the stories that for all 
these families “Jesus is the reason for the season.”

The Marran Family
Michael, Jen, Patrick, Sean, Tim and Tim’s wife Julie celebrate a 
few traditions that both honor their ethnic heritage and remind 
them that Christmas is so much more than celebrating a single 
day. These traditions remind them to share their blessings with 

others. They celebrate a 
Polish custom handed down 
from Jen’s dad and his family: 
the sharing of the oplatek 
or Christmas wafer. The 
oplatek is a pressed bread 
wafer, much like the host, but 
larger and imprinted with a 
nativity scene. Traditionally, 
on Christmas Eve the wafer 
is passed around the table 
and each person breaks off 

a piece. After sharing a prayer of thanksgiving for all their 
blessings, each person exchanges a small bit of the wafer with 
everyone else, exchanging wishes for peace and blessings in 
the coming year. In this way, they remember the traditions 
of loved ones who are no longer with them. Another way of 
remembering that Christmas is not just a day, but a season, the 
Christmas tree and decorations are left up until Epiphany. 

The Saslow Family
Bill, Michelle and Michelle’s sons, Joseph and Michael Jacome 
and Joseph’s son, Kayden, celebrate from Christmas Eve 

through Epiphany with the Portuguese tradition of creating 
a presepio, a table of three levels with figurines at each level 
representing the village of Bethlehem. As the Christmas Season 
progresses, the figurines are moved nearer and nearer to the 
manger. On Christmas Day, the family gathers around the 
presepio and sings Silent Night while placing baby Jesus in the 
crib. Later, the three kings are moved up to the manger on the 
feast of Epiphany. 

The LoPresti Family
Tony, Mary, Sam, Andrew, Peter, Christopher, Christina and 
Michael celebrate the Christmas Season a little differently 
than society at large. They don’t rush into Christmas, but 
instead celebrate Advent. The Advent Wreath is their central 
decoration for most of December. According to Mary, “In our 
house, Advent is always marked by a mini-celebration of St. 
Nicholas Day on December 6. We try to teach our children 
that just as Santa Claus is supposed to be a modern-day icon of 
St. Nicholas, so we are also called to continue Bishop Nicholas’ 
outreach to the less fortunate.” The family focuses on the 
wisdom of the liturgical calendar and celebrates both Advent 
and the entire Christmas season. Trying not to get caught up in 
the commercialized frenzy that we see all around us is another 
way this family keeps the true spirit of Christmas alive in their 
home.

St. Paul says, “Don’t become so well-adjusted to your 
culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, 
fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside 
out.”(Romans 12:2)

our community of faith

Kayden Jacome sets the scene of the first level of the presepio.

Oplatek and Prayer
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our community of faith

A Look at Advent through a 
Mother’s Heart

By Kathy Pesta

Advent is the great 
season of waiting and 
hoping. It begins in 
the first darkening 

days of late fall when trees have shed their 
last leaves and the sky is often the color 
of sadness. Into this hush the Church 
offers us the season of Advent, a four-
week period meant to help us enter into 
the depth of mystery, the Incarnation, 
God putting on the flesh of humankind, 
bending down in humility and love in the 
greatest act of solidarity ever known. 

We are an impatient people, living 
in a fast-paced world. Waiting is not our 
specialty. Not knowing is uncomfortable 
for us. We like to be in control, to know 
with exactitude what our future holds 
and to sit at the control panel as we 
navigate our way towards it. We push 
buttons and things happen. But Advent 
turns all this upside down for us, forcing 
us to be still, to live in mystery, to own 
the darkness even as we look towards the 
light.

I have always believed that a great 
metaphor for the waiting and the hoping, 
the darkness and the light of Advent 
is pregnancy. The first time I became 
pregnant, I knew immediately that I had 
stepped into the sacred. I was thrilled 
beyond words, but also full of questions. 
This was new territory and I knew it 
called for more faith. Even my breathing 
became a sort of prayer. Who was I 
carrying? What kind of mother would I 
be? I struggled to keep the “what ifs” at 
bay and rejoice in the moment. 

When I was pregnant with my 
second-born, the first few weeks were a 
true Advent experience for me. My first 
pregnancy had ended with the birth of 
a beautiful baby girl. Sadly, my second 

pregnancy had ended in miscarriage 
in the third month. I was a little older 
and it had taken a few years to become 
pregnant again. When the pregnancy 
ended, I almost gave up hope. I gave 
away the baby clothes. I talked myself 
into counting my blessings with the one 
wonderful child we had and accepting 
God’s will. And then, a year later, the 
doctor said the test was positive and 
I began a third Advent journey. Once 
again, I was heading into unknown 
territory, this time fearful of another 
heartbreak. At the same time I was full 
of joy and hope. There was nothing to 
do but give myself over to God. Like 
children who mark each day of Advent 
with colorful calendars, I marked off each 
day, holding my breath until I had passed 
the point of our last loss. Even after 
that, the future was full of questions and 
uncertainty. 

 Each passing day demanded faith, 
but also brought forth greater hope and 
joy in me. I talked to Mary a lot during 
that time, reflecting on her faith journey, 
on the strength of this young woman of 
just fifteen or sixteen, so much younger 
than I, who once, in a distant remote 
village, had taken a tremendous leap of 
faith and said “Yes.” And as we lit the 
candles in the Advent wreath that winter, 
I was aware of how much I wanted Christ 
to be re-born in me once again, but also 
of how deeply I yearned to experience 
another human birth. The not-knowing 
(medical tests were not so savvy back 
then) if I was having a boy or a girl, if the 
baby would be healthy, if there would, in 
fact, be a baby to cradle and love, forced 
me to grow in an ever deepening trust. 
(In the end, we were blessed with another 
lovely daughter.) 

We don’t have to take the Advent 
journey. We’re invited. It takes faith 

and courage to pack up our doubts and 
fears, to venture out into the silence and 

darkness, to say our “Yes” to mystery and 
walk the walk of Mary, knowing that if 
we follow God’s call, if we align ourselves 
with Jesus, we will be called to become 
our deeper, better selves. It is not for the 
faint-hearted. But if we do take it, if we, 
like all expectant parents, say “Yes” to 
the unseen God forming new life in us, 
we will “give birth” to Jesus once again 
on earth and allow his love to lift up 
the lowly and make the crooked ways 
straight.

Mustard Seed
Mustard Seed is a quarterly newsletter 
of Christ the King Parish in Kingston, 
R.I. Its mission is to celebrate the good 
stewards in our midst and to inspire 
others to deepen their commitment to 
stewardship.

Co-editors: Kathy Pesta, Marie White

Production Editor: David Smith

Contributors: Lucy Mueller, Kathy 
Pesta, David Smith, Lynda Tisdell, 
Dave Vissoe, Marie White

Your comments and suggestions 
for stories are always welcome 
at mbwhite422@gmail.com or 
kathyp9195@verizon.net.



mustard seed • december 2017 • page 7

did you know? 
“We till the earth, we tend the ground”

By David Smith

At this year’s 
Concert for the 
Feast of Christ the 
King, guest artist 
Curtis Stephan 

introduced Christ the King Parish to 
“Tend the Ground,” a song inspired by 
Pope Francis’ call to care for the earth, 
our common ground (Laudato Si’). The 
refrain “We till the earth, we tend the 
ground” links the three parishioners in 
our Did You Know? feature.

Dick White 
Constant Steward

Dick White is a great example of 
the mantra “think globally, act locally.” 
When he saw the results of a 2007 Earth 
Day cleanup along Middlebridge Road in 
South Kingstown, Dick decided to keep 
the road litter-free and has picked up 
trash along the road almost every day for 
the last ten years. Here is a picture of the 

constant steward taken earlier this year, 
showing off his new safety vest and his 
ever-present smile.

Veronica Berounsky 
Ever Watchful

While Dick White is making his 
rounds on Middlebridge Road, it is 
likely that Veronica Berounsky is out 
on Narrow River measuring dissolved 
oxygen and bacteria levels. Monitoring 
the health of Narrow River is one way 
Veronica merges vocation and avocation 
in her more than 30 years of science-
based education and action to protect 
the coastal Rhode Island waters. On 
Sunday, November 5, Dr. Berounsky 
received the Distinguished Service Award 
from the Coastal & Estuarine Research 
Foundation (CERF). A Senior Fellow in 
the Coastal Institute of URI, Veronica is 
a very active member of the Narrow River 
Preservation Association and Chair of the 
Rhode Island Rivers Council.

Dave Vissoe 
Not Your Average Rookie

You probably do not need an 
introduction to Dave Vissoe because 
of his involvement in the parish as a 
Eucharistic minister, chair of the Veterans 
Committee and a member of the Social 
Action Committee – yes, that Dave of 
the Operation Chillout backpack project 
(page 8).

It turns out he had energy to spare 
and enrolled in the URI Master Gardener 
program, which promotes sustainable 
gardening practices. Dave put in over 
300 service hours at the East Farm 
Demonstration Garden, a new Kettle 
Pond Native Demonstration Garden and 
the Charlestown Schoolhouse Pollinator 
Garden, and was named 2017 Master 
Gardener Rookie of the Year.

parishioners inspire us
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Luigi, holding the blue backpack to the left of Dave Vissoe and Jack Kelly, was the 
first to receive a backpack at Emmanuel House in Providence.

More than 200 backpacks were distributed at 
shelters and outreach centers in November.

where have all those backpacks gone? 
Gone to the Homeless Everyone

By Dave Vissoe

In early November 
members of the 
Veterans Committee 
and the Social 
Action Committee 

passed out more than 200 backpacks 
to members of the Christ the King 
community as part of Operation Chillout 
R.I. to help homeless veterans and other 
homeless Rhode Islanders.

Many generous parishioners filled 
a backpack with clothing and toiletries, 
noted sizes and gender on the list of 
items to be purchased and returned the 
backpack during November. Of the more 
than 200 backpacks, 124 went to veterans 
and the remainder to other homeless in 
the state. 

Noting the clothing sizes is an 
important part of the project. First, it 
helps in the distribution of the backpacks 

at the shelters and agencies so clients 
have appropriately sized clothing. Those 
shelters and outreach centers include:

 f Emmanuel House in South 
Providence

 f Gateway to Independence (Nickerson 
House) in Olneyville

 f McAuley House on Elmwood Avenue 
in Providence

 f “Trailer 37” at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in Providence

 f Catholic Charities outreach center in 
West Warwick

 f WARM (Westerly Area Rest Meals) 
Center in Westerly

 f Welcome House in Peace Dale

Buying multiple items for one 
individual also makes the problem of 

homelessness a little more specific, even 
if we do not know the name of the 
homeless vet who needs an extra large 
jacket and thermal underwear to make it 
through the winter.

Those of us who bring the backpacks 
to the shelters have the privilege of an 
even closer look at who benefits from the 
program, such as when Bill Babcock, Jack 
Kelly and I visited Emmanuel House and 
met Luigi, a former Marine, Vietnam Vet 
and ex-POW. Luigi was captured with 
25 others and is one of only seven who 
returned home alive.

The Veterans Committee and the 
Social Action Committee will be doing 
another backpack project next summer 
with the help of Operation Chillout. If 
you would like to help with this project 
or other work of the two committees, 
email me at dvissoe@gmail.com or give 
me a call at 908 500-7504.

stewardship impacts lives
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The 29th Annual Concert for  
the Feast of Christ the King 

The church was packed on November 16 and 17 to listen 

to the beautiful music of special guests Curtis Stephan (far 

left) and Jaime Cortez. Our own Director of Music, Tom 

Kendzia played his newest piece, soon to be published, and 

Associate Director of Music, Heather Skidds, performed and 

directed the Adult and Youth Choirs. A full complement of 

orchestral instruments rounded out the variety of musical 

offerings which ranged from quiet and reflective to rousing, 

hand-clapping pieces.  A joyous time was had by all!

glory and praise to our god

our community of faith
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A Time to Love: New Parishioners
Mr. and Mrs. Marc and Angelica Hutchison and family

Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Kristen Raleigh and family

Mr. and Mrs. John and Melanie Lawhead and family

Mr. and Mrs. Brian and Joan Samson

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen and Samanth Aylward

Mr. and Mrs. Jon and Nicole LoBello and family

Mr. and Mrs. William and Kathleen Connerton and family

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Agnes Hiener

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Ute Porcelli and family

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher and Tracey Kehoe and family

Mr. and Mrs. Ian and Lindsay Madom and family

Mr. and Mrs. Jay and Paivi Murphy and family

Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Nancy Martone

Mr. and Mrs. Earle and Brenna Sharpe and family

Mr. and Mrs. William and Mary Greenan

Mrs. Marcella McCulloch

Mr. and Mrs. Terence and Michaela Turnquist

Mr. and Mrs. Howard and Jill Hague

Mr. and Mrs. John and Marianne Balsano

Mr. and Mrs. James and Sarina Urban

Mr. and Mrs. Jim and Caroline Vogel

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Deborah Sullivan and family

Mr. and Mrs. Eddy and Jennifer McCooey and family

Mrs. Margit Craddock

Ms. Kerry Heald/Mr. John McGuirl and family

Mr. Joshua Dunn/Ms. Cassandra Feeney

A Time to be Born: Baptisms
Peter Brian, son of Brian and Gina Lemay

Jack Patrick, son of Michael and Ashley O’Shea

Joanna Mae, daughter of Jason and Melissa DeJoseph

Noah Glenn, son of Michael and Krystal Interlini

Juliana Christine, daughter of Christopher and Kelly Burdge

Peyton Elizabeth, daughter of Patrick and Kimberly Short

Josephine Harper, daughter of Chase and Kristina Fields

William Alexander, son of Jason and Kathryn Sagamang

Haley Rose, daughter of Michael and Amy Andrews

Charlotte Ann, daughter of Brian and Rebecca Wnek

AJ Jaxon, son of Andy Harikiopoylos and Stacie Brzoska

Jacob Henry, son of Jeremy and Kate Bourassa

Jacob Brian, son of Brian and Colleen Hall

A Time to Embrace: Marriages
Benjamin Tavares and Ashlie Franco

Collin Chapin and Julie Agostinucci

Daniel Sheldon and Bailey Munro

Peter Whitaker and Fatima Barbosa

Anthony Viola and Margaret Fleming

Mikhail Lapushner and Jenna Driggers

Vincent Paladino and Caitrin Demchko

A Time to Die: Deaths
Mary Pollart

Manuel Simoes

Thomas Smith

Stephen Hiebner

Wayne Velicer

Susan Schibler

Deborah Mallon

To everything there is a season 
and a time for everything under heaven. 

Ecclesiastes 3:11

our community of faith
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To Our Readers, 

With this issue of the Mustard Seed, 
we are excited about introducing a new 
four-color design, a look we hope you will 
find more lively and easier to read.

The new design is an occasion to look 
back at what is a remarkable record.

Take a look at the front page of the 
first issue of the Mustard Seed published in 
the summer of 1990.

A newsletter, especially one put 
together by volunteers, lasting 27 years! 
That’s quite a track record, when the 
average lifespan of a newsletter is only a 
few years, and many never make it beyond 
the first issue.

But maybe it is not all that remarkable 
because the many parishioners who write, 
take photos and do the layout and those 
who fold, wafer-seal and label the final 
product love the mission of the newsletter 
to celebrate the good stewards in our 
midst and to inspire others to deepen their 
commitment to stewardship.

Many thanks to Jennifer Zevon who provided 
us with a new template. Her design creates a 
family look with the parish bulletin and takes 
full advantage of the four-color capability of our 
printer, Liturgical Publications Inc.

As always we welcome any comments and 
suggestions for improving the Mustard Seed. We 
especially like to hear suggestions for profiles of 
individuals who tell the stewardship story of Christ 
the King. 

Kathy Pesta and Marie White 
Co-editors

Mustard Seed Begins its 28th Year with a New Look 

The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed. Small as it is, it grows 
into a tree big enough for the birds to come and roost in it.



Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Wakefield, RI
Permit No. 5 

180 Old North Road

Kingston, RI 02881

Mustard Seed

Christ the King Church Christmas Mass Schedule

Sunday, December 24, Fourth Sunday of Advent

Regular Sunday Schedule: 8:00 a.m. 9:15 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve

4:00 p.m. Mass in the church

4:00 p.m. Mass in Edwards Hall, Upper College Road

9:30 p.m. Carols in the church

10:00 p.m. Mass in the church

Monday, December 25, Christmas

8:00 a.m. Mass in the church

10:00 a.m. Mass in the church

Monday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary, Octave of the Nativity

10:00 a.m. Mass in the church

20  C  M  B  18 
May Christ Bless Your House


