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Stewardship Weekend: 
A Time to Reflect and Commit

The commitment to stewardship 
defines who we are as a parish and is 
the guidepost of  all that we do as a 
parish community.

As happens each year, we 
as a parish community have the 
opportunity to reflect on the value of  
stewardship in our personal lives and 
in our commitment to stewardship in 
our faith life here at Christ the King. 
On September 30 and October 1, we 
will again sponsor our Stewardship 
Weekend when all of  the various 

parish committees and ministries will 
be showcasing who and what they are 
and will be asking once again for you 
to consider how you can contribute 
your “Time, Talent and Treasure” to 
continue our strong commitment to 
the ideals of  stewardship in our parish 
and our community. 

To view stewardship opportunities, 
visit: ctkri.org/mustard-seed/ and 
select the September 2016 issue.

A Behind the Scenes Look 
at the Stewardship Council

By Pete Smith
As a prelude to this year’s 

Stewardship Weekend, the Stewardship  
Council would like to provide an 
overview of  the committee and to 
report on one of  the principal tasks 
it undertakes each year that might 
not be widely known. The council 
consists of  10 parishioners: Steve 
Alviti, Cherie Binns, Adrien Blaine, 
Mike Marran, Tom Markham, Paul 
McConnell, Pete Smith (Chair), Jan 
Tetrault, Matt Vollucci and Bob 
Willhauck. The council works with 
Father Jared and with all of  the 

various committees and ministries 
in bringing life to our stewardship 
commitment. The council meets as 
a group every couple of  months. At 
this time of  the year the council works 
with the Parish Council and the other 
committees and ministries on planning 
our annual Stewardship Weekend. 
One of  the council’s goals this year 
is to be more active with the other 
parish committees and ministries in 
fostering a more active stewardship 
commitment in the parish and to help 
grow parish involvement. The council 

“As each has 
received a gift, use 

it to serve 
one another, 

as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace.”   

1 Peter 4:10

Stephanie Bjorn, shown here 
during this summer’s Vacation 
Bible School at Christ the 
King, led a similar camp this 
winter during school vacation 
as part of  her senior project at 
North Kingstown High School. 
See “Here’s What They Are 
Saying About Vacation Bible 
School” on page 9 for more 
photos.

(Continued on page 2)



A Community of Faith

Page 2 Mustard seed / sePteMber 2017

is specifically working with the Religious Formation 
team this year to help make the concept of  stewardship 
come alive to the young of  our parish.

A principal task undertaken by the council each 
year is to manage the Stewardship Giving Program, an 
integral part of  our parish since 1991.

Since 1991 the parish has given over $1.3 million 
to various charities, agencies and organizations 
throughout the world and throughout our local 
communities.

Each year the Finance Committee works with the 
pastor and the Parish Council to identify a sum of  
money in our annual budget that can be given to worthy 
causes. This year, the parish earmarked $26,180 of  our 
annual budget for the Stewardship Giving Program.

The Stewardship Giving Program annually shares 
a portion of  our “treasure” in the form of  meaningful 
financial support to not-for-profit local, state, national 
and international agencies and organizations. A call for 
nominations is generally done in the spring, just after 
Easter with nomination forms provided in the church 
and on the Christ the King website. To be considered, a 
nominee must meet all of  the following criteria:

 ♦ The agency’s goals and methods are consistent with 
Christian principles.

 ♦ The agency responds to the clearly identified 
primary needs of  individuals, such as food, clothing, 
shelter and health care.

 ♦ The agency is a not-for-profit organization.

 ♦ There is demonstrated management structure in 
place to administer and oversee the use of  funds.

The Stewardship Council reviews the nominated 
agencies in early to mid-summer to ensure they 
meet the above criteria. This year 17 agencies were 
nominated and accepted including the Diocese of  
Providence Refugee Assistance Program. As always, 
the council performed due diligence in evaluating the 
nominations by either reviewing the IRS Form 990 or 
interviewing agency staff.

The Diocese of  Providence Refugee Assistance 
Program was selected to receive $7,200 to provide one 

year’s rental assistance for one refugee family. Following 
the protocol for selection, the remaining agencies 
were then reviewed by the Stewardship Council and 
a recommendation was made to Father Jared and the 
Parish Council as to how much money was to be given 
to each approved agency.

For the past few years the nominees have been 
ranked in three tiers based on their overall contributions 
to the international or local community and perceived 
need. This year the First Tier (most needy) agencies 
were recommended to receive a total of  50% of  the 
remaining funds, with Second Tier to receive 30% 
and the Third, 20%. The council recommended the 
following to Father Jared and the Parish Council:

 ♦ Six agencies in Tier 1 will receive $1,580 each: 
The Dominican Mission Foundation, St. Thomas 
Food Pantry, WARM Shelter, Pawtucket Food 
Kitchen, McAuley Ministries, and the Jonnycake 
Center of  Peace Dale.

 ♦ Three agencies in Tier 2 will receive $1,425 each: 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of  Ocean State, South 
Kingstown Elks HOMRAP, and Pregnancy Center 
of  Westerly. (A fourth agency declined.)

 ♦ Six agencies in Tier 3 will receive $865 each: 
RI Center Assisting Those in Need, RI Veterans – 
Operation Stand Down, Midwives for Haiti, South 
County Habitat for Humanity, URI Center for 
Nonviolence and Peace Studies, and the Haitian 
Project.

As we enter a new year of  growth in our 
commitment to stewardship, the Stewardship Council 
asks that you take a few extra moments to reflect on all 
the gifts God has given you. This is your opportunity to 
fully participate in the parish by giving of  your “Time, 
Talent and Treasure” by becoming a member of  one 
of  the various committees and ministries of  Christ the 
King Parish. The Stewardship Council looks forward 
to seeing you at one of  our ministry tables during 
Stewardship Weekend. Council members will be happy 
to talk to you about our work, the parish’s commitment 
to stewardship and, in particular, the Stewardship 
Giving Program.

Stewardship Council (continued from page 1)
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The Diverse Ways Our Parish Culture of 
Stewardship is Impacting Lives

By Ed Caron

You have no idea how happy your gift 
has made us. I find myself  continuously 
worrying where the money for the school 
will come from. When your check came in 
the mail, I could almost hear God saying 
“Where is your faith?!”

That was the reaction of  Father Thomas Carroll, 
of  the Piarist Fathers and director of  the Piarist School 
in Appalachia, upon receipt of  a $3,000 “Stewardship 
Giving” donation from Christ the King last spring.

The Piarist School was opened in 1990 based on a 
mission some said was a “foolish notion” that this order 
of  priests could operate a school tuition free in the 
most impoverished area of  the United States. Twenty-
seven years later, the enrollment continues to grow but 
so have the costs.

Father Carroll’s response: “I doubt if  there is a 
single day that goes by when some aspect of  the school 
does not turn my thoughts to the problem of  where 
will the financial help come from, so your gift provides 
us with just one more occasion to turn to God in 
thanksgiving.”

The Board of  the Children of  God Relief  
Fund extends its most sincere thanks to the 
Christ the King Parish for the outpouring of  
support you have shown to the children of  
Nyumbani over the years.

That was the reaction of  Erin J. Banda, U.S. Board 
Administrator for Kenya’s First Facility for HIV 
Children in Nyumbani, on receiving our parish’s $500 
donation last spring. Nyumbani is in its 25th year 
of  operation. Some cynics will say that a $500 gift is 
negligible.

However, Christ the King has made similar gifts 
to this facility in recent years, prompting Nyumbani 
leadership to comment that it is because of  the support 
of  its indispensable partners like Christ the King that 

their initiative “has grown from a small rented house 
with three abandoned infants to Kenya’s largest facility 
for HIV+ children and their extended families.”

Christ the King Parish is impacting lives. Locally, 
this past year’s donation of  $4,000

. . . will assist us greatly in meeting 
the many needs of  the people of  the 
Assumption Parish. Your continued support 
is a tangible sign of  your commitment to 
the poor. We are deeply grateful.

That was the response in the spring of  2017 from 
Father Gildardo Suarez and Sister Joanne Fahey, CP 
of  Assumption Parish, Christ the King’s long-standing 
parish partner in Providence. Dating back at least three 
decades, our parish has made annual contributions 
including financial assistance, clothing, food, and other 
life-sustaining items to support one of  our state’s most 
vulnerable populations.

Christ the King Parish has contributed over $1.3 
million in stewardship “treasure” since the Stewardship 
Giving Program was established in 1991. For the 
coming year, $26,180 has been earmarked, including 
the single largest donation of  $7,200 to support the 
Diocese of  Providence Refugee Assistance program.

God Bless Christ the King. I have no words! 
Securing affordable rental apartments is our 
single biggest challenge in assisting refugee 
families to begin a new life here in Rhode 
Island.

That was the reaction from Stella Carrera, director 
of  the Diocese of  Providence Refugee Assistance 
program, upon hearing that our parish will be providing 
enough financial assistance to cover the cost of  
apartment rent for one year for one refugee family. 
Earlier this year, our parish provided stop-gap funds to 
assist a Syrian family of  five, including three children 
ages five to eight, to settle here as one of  approximately 

(Continued on page 4)
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20 diocesan-sponsored families previously approved by 
the U.S. State Department.

According to Stella, Christ the King is the first 
diocesan parish to provide financial support at this 
level, freeing up other program funds to assist refugee 
families with English-as-Second-Language (ESL) 
training to secure steady employment.

And while our stewardship commitment extends 
statewide, nationally and internationally, Christ the King 
is always responsive to vulnerable populations right in 
its own backyard.

Take, for example, the Jonnycake Center of  Peace 
Dale. Christ the King has been one of  its longest 
running supporters dating back several decades.  
Jonnycake addresses hunger issues for struggling South 

Kingstown and Narragansett residents, providing some 
280,000 tons of  food to over 2,000 residents each year. 
“Christ the King is a critical partner because its financial 
support enables us to purchase fresh produce and other 
nutritious food items, beyond foodstuff  donations,” 
noted Kate Brewster, the center’s director.

“The parish’s support is also critical for us to 
provide school vacation meals, including breakfast 
and lunch, to many children who would go hungry 
otherwise,” Kate added. “You have no idea how Christ 
the King Parish is impacting lives.”

This parish is living out its vision “to lead a life of  
prayer, service and stewardship in imitation of  Christ.” 
Its culture of  stewardship is also fulfilling an important 
tenet of  its aspiration “to become an example of  how a 
21st century Christian community can inspire others to 
follow Jesus.”

Call to Stewardship:  What Do You Have to Share?
By Sarah Tracy 

In Paths to Prayer, Bishop Robert Morneau devotes 
a chapter to discipleship and stewardship. You may 
wonder how stewardship and prayer are related. 
Speaking of  stewardship together with prayer places 
stewardship in its proper context. Stewardship is a 
spirituality, a way of  life for the disciple of  Christ. 
Stewardship is not some “thing” that we do; rather, 
it is how we live. Stewardship is not doing; it is being. 
Through baptism we became disciples; stewardship is 
an expression of  discipleship.

All too often, stewardship is incorrectly equated 
with volunteerism. While volunteering with community 
and civic organizations is a commendable action, it is 
not the same as Christian Stewardship. The difference 
lies in the answer to the question, “Why? Why do you 
serve on that committee? Why do you donate to that 
charity?” If  your response is, “Because I am a disciple 
of  Christ. Because all I have and who I am are gifts 
from God, and it is my responsibility to nurture these 
gifts responsibly, and to share God’s gifts justly and 
charitably,” then you are a steward and not a volunteer.

You may now be reflecting on just what you can do 
as a steward of  the gifts you are blessed with. This is 
where prayer comes in. Prayer enables us to recognize 

that who we are and all we have are gifts from God. 
Prayer then provides us with the opportunity to reflect 
on how well we use the gifts God has freely given us.

I would like to suggest during the days leading up 
to Stewardship Weekend, that you, as an individual and 
as a family, spend some time in prayer: to reflect on and 
name your talents, to take inventory of  your treasure, 
and to assess your time. By doing so, you will have a 
clearer understanding of  where and how you can share 
your gifts of  time, talent and treasure. Every year, when 
I enter the hall on Stewardship Weekend I am in awe of  
the number and variety of  stewardship opportunities 
available to us in our parish. Honestly, there really is 
something for everyone: altar cloth laundering, mowing 
the lawns, sewing and knitting, liturgical ministers, 
religious formation teachers, prayer chain members. 
And the list seems to grow as more parishioners come 
forward to share their gifts. I encourage you to make 
the time after Mass on Stewardship Weekend to go into 
the parish hall to learn more about the ministries and 
committees and speak with the representatives at each 
table. Doing so will help you determine which parish 
ministries may benefit from your talents and time.

Impacting Lives  (continued from page 3)
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School is Cool, but Only If You Have 
What You Need to Succeed

By Kathy Pesta
As parents ready their children for another school 

year at the end of  each summer, the drill is pretty much 
the same in many families. Backpacks, check. Three-ring 
binders, check. Notebooks, pens, pencils, check. But 
for some families, it’s not that easy, and for others, it’s a 
downright impossibility.

Thankfully, many organizations, including many 
church groups, step up and lend a helping hand. As it 
has in the past, the Social Action Committee of  Christ 
the King sponsored the “Back to School Project,” 
which gave parishioners an opportunity to reach out to 
children and families for whom a well-stocked backpack 
would be, not only an out-of-reach luxury, but, if  
received, a real boost to a child’s confidence and success 
in school.

Co-chaired by Pam Improta and Barbara Hart, 
this year’s collection of  school supplies brought in 77 
backpacks and 1,541 school supply items such as pens, 
notebooks, crayons and binders. The actual backpack 
number fell a little short of  the goal of  150, so Christ 
the King purchased the remainder of  the backpacks 
needed. Supplies were distributed to ten schools in 

South County and, thanks to generous parishioners, 
many children were able to start their new school year 
with the supplies they needed.

Some parishioners got creative with the challenge 
and used it as a teaching moment. One parishioner 
shared that he used the opportunity to help other 
people’s deserving children as a way to also teach his 
own grandchildren an important lesson in stewardship. 
Before buying any supplies, he waited until his young 
grandchildren visited and explained the project to them. 
Then he and his wife took them shopping to pick out 
a backpack they would each like and fill it with supplies 
that matched what they themselves would need and 
want for their own start to school. Then he drove them 
over to church to drop off  the donations. He said it was 
a real teaching moment for his grandchildren and that 
they were very excited to participate.

I, myself, my children long grown, found great 
fun shopping and re-living the excitement of  my own 
children getting new supplies for school. In addition, 
as a retired teacher, I am very aware of  not only how 
important having the fundamental tools is to a child’s 
sense of  confidence and belonging, but how important 
it is to getting a child off  to an organized and successful 
year.

No longer can we consider the problems 
and needs of  low income students simply 
a matter of  fairness… Their success or 
failure in the public schools will determine 
the entire body of  human capital and 
educational potential that the nation will 
possess in the future. Without improving 
the educational support that the nation 
provides its low income students – students 
with the largest needs and usually with the 
least support – the trends of  the last decade 
will be prologue for a nation not at risk, but 
a nation in decline.  
  A New Majority 
  Southern Education Foundation

Members of  the Social Action Committee with some of  the 77 
backpacks collected for the Back to School Project: from the left, 
Dave Vissoe, Pam Improta, Ann Tavares, Barbara Hart and 
Bob Hart.
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Four Servers Share their View from the Altar
By Marie White

Wise adults know that they can often learn as much 
from children and teenagers as they can from other 
adults. When it comes to stewardship, sometimes we 
forget to look at the younger among us for inspiration 
and example. But every time we attend a weekend 
liturgy or a funeral or wedding, we are presented with 
young stewards who enrich our parish experience by 
giving their time and talent as altar servers.

 We wanted to know what it is like to be an altar 
server today and how the youngsters see their role in 
the parish. So, we interviewed four altar servers, ranging 
in age from 11 to 14, for their take on their stewardship 
commitment to Christ the King Parish:

Q: What gave you the incentive to become an altar 
server?

Katherine: I started serving at Christ the King 
because I thought it looked really fun and I was right. 
I have met so many people through altar serving that I 
wouldn’t have met otherwise and several have become 
my close friends.

Rachel: My mother was the church musician at St. 
Gregory’s and now at Christ the King. She asked me to 
help as a server.

Chris: I like to serve. I am an active boy scout and 
do a lot of  community service at school and in my 
community. I like to be part of  our church community.

Sean: I wanted to be an altar server when I saw 
other kids at different churches serve at their Masses. 
I also wanted to become a server to gain more out of  
the Mass. It was hard for me, a ten-year-old, to fully 
understand Mass just sitting in the congregation.

Q: How long have you been serving and how much 
longer to you plan to serve?

Katherine: I am about to start the confirmation 
program, so, 4 years. I have no idea when you stop 
serving because people enjoy it so much they stay from 
fourth to twelfth grade.

Rachel: I have been serving for two years. One year 
at Christ the King; and one year at my previous parish, 
St. Gregory the Great in Warwick. 

Chris: I have been serving for four years. I am 
thinking 16ish is a time to stop – not sure there is a 
certain age.

Sean: I have been serving for five years now. I was 
also with the first group of  servers. I have been there 
since the beginning of  it all. At Christ the King there is 
no age limit, although I will be choosing to end my altar 
serving commitment this year as I enter high school.

Q: What does being an altar server mean to you?
Katherine: Being an altar server means more than 

showing up early to Mass and putting on a white robe. 
It’s about being part of  a community that believes in 
doing good and making the world a better place.

Rachel: I think altar serving is kind of  relaxing and 
it is fun to have some specific tasks to do at church.

Chris: I like to help and like being a part of  the 
church community at Christ the King.

Sean: Being an altar server means to be a server of  
God. They help set up the Mass and prepare for all of  
the different parts. Although they are helping the priest, 
they are truly serving God.

Sean Ryan Christopher Bell

Katherine Laliberte Rachel Skidds

(Continued on page 7)
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Q: What is the most important job of  an altar 
server?

Katherine: The most important job of  an altar 
server is to make sure the Mass runs smoothly because 
we all know the priests can’t do it all by themselves.

Rachel: The main job of  an altar server is to make 
sure the altar supplies get where they need to be.

Chris: Assisting at Mass and showing other kids 
that being involved in the church is a great thing.

Sean: When you are serving you must always be 
aware of  what is happening, that way if  something goes 
wrong you can fix it right then and there.

Q: Would you recommend being an altar server to 
your friends?

Katherine: I would recommend being an altar 
server to all of  my friends. It is way different than just 
going to Mass and sitting in the pew with your family. 
It is better. Being an altar server, you are there in the 
Mass with your friends learning more about God and 
yourself.

Rachel: I would recommend it to certain friends 

because it is fun and a good way to meet a lot of  new 
people. When I serve, I get to receive communion 
sooner because I sit near the altar. Also, I can hear the 
music more clearly because it is so close. I prefer being 
an altar server because I enjoy having something special 
to do at Mass.

Chris: Yes, it is fun to help. I enjoy my time as an 
altar server. I like to show others that helping at Mass is 
a fun thing to do.

Sean: I would only recommend being an altar 
server to those who would be committed and can 
be in front of  a crowd of  people. When it comes to 
altar serving you have to be alert and ready for your 
next move. On some days I can serve with ease and I 
enjoy it. But other days, I would like to just sit in the 
congregation and take it all in.

If  you’d like to become an altar server, contact 
Heather Skidds (401 783-7459). If  you’d like to 
thank an altar server, well, there are at least two 
or three sharing their time and talent at most 
weekend Masses!

Young Stewards
“As a rock star, I have two instincts, I want to have 

fun, and I want to change the world. 
I have a chance to do both.” – Bono

The good news is that as teenagers you, too, 
can do both – have fun and change the world.

 � Congratulations, Evan Wessman, for earning your IB 
Diploma at The Prout School from the International 
Baccalaureate Organization. Awesome achievement! 
Evan, son of Derek and Buff Wessman, studied in 
the IB Programme at Prout, taking college level 
courses during his junior and senior years.

 �Way to go, Emily Shephard, Prout Valedictorian of 
the Class of 2017!

 � Great job this summer, Stephanie Bjorn, Sean Ryan, 
and Colin Wessman, leading the Crew Leaders and 
youngsters in Vacation Bible School.

Mary Mason (left) and Pat Davis get to stand up straight 
after preparing the soil and positioning plants at the base 
of  the new Christ the King sign along Old North Road. 
Mary and Pat, both URI Master Gardeners, organize the 
work sessions of  the 18-member Christ the King Gardens 
Committee.

View from the Altar (continued from page 6)
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Faith, Food and Fun — 
Growing Spiritually through Alpha

By Laureen Berglund
What is Alpha?
Alpha is a series of  interactive sessions that explores the 
basics of  the Christian faith. It is based on hospitality, 
sharing a meal, watching a DVD about a faith topic, and 
small group discussion. It’s a lot like dinner and a movie 
with friends!

Alpha draws people to Jesus in an ecumenical 
manner. Its purpose is not to teach catechesis but rather 
to inspire all to a deeper relationship with Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit. Alpha is endorsed by Catholic leaders. 
Archbishop Allen Vigneron of  Detroit states, “Many 
parishes have found Alpha a great tool for helping men 
and women hear the initial proclamation of  the gospel.” 
Cardinal Kurt Koch, President of  the Pontifical Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity notes, “Through Alpha 
... faith is renewed, rekindled, takes root.”
Whom is Alpha for?

Alpha is for everyone. Many people come seeking 
direction and purpose in life, a stronger faith, or a 
closer relationship with Jesus. Others seek community, 
or perhaps to encourage or accompany others on their 
faith journeys. Everyone is encouraged to invite friends 
or family members who may have fallen away from 
God and/or the church.
Alpha at Christ the King

God orchestrated events and people in an amazing 
way to bring the first Alpha to Christ the King last 
September. The team was stunned (but knew the Holy 

Spirit was at work) when 65 people 
poured in the first night. Somehow, 
there was enough food to feed 
everyone (like the loaves and fishes 
but with pasta). Later sessions 
averaged about 50 guests. Many 
past guests are now part of  the Alpha team and excited 
about sharing Alpha with others.

For parishioner Ken Hedglen, who attended with 
his wife Elise, “Alpha provided a much needed spark in 
my faith walk. It helped me re-center my life on Jesus 
and get excited about sharing my faith.”

Denise Ford, another Christ the King parishioner, 
shares that, “I met a lot of  great people in Alpha whom 
I still hold in high regard for sharing their journey of  
faith. I know for sure by attending Alpha my knowledge 
has grown as well as my faith. I made up an acronym 
for ALPHA: All Loving People Help Affirm.”

Connie and Dick Palin attended Alpha and then 
officially joined Christ the King Parish. Connie “met 
people who had the courage to ask questions and share 
doubts. In the end, I saw a group of  mostly strangers 
form into a community, sharing, laughing, listening, 
and learning about life, each other and Jesus. Most 
importantly, I saw the Spirit descend as in the Upper 
Room, changing hearts and minds.”

Parishioner Kim Ponte observes, “Not only did 
the Alpha series increase my faith, but it allowed me 
to meet and talk with wonderful people. I knew that 
once a week I would share a meal, learn some things, 
and have a safe place to voice what I felt. I encourage 
everyone to give Alpha a try!”

To learn more about Alpha: 
visit www.ctkri.org/alpha, 
email us at alphacommittee.ctk@gmail.com, or 
call Laureen Berglund at 401 932-1943.
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Here’s What They Are Saying About Vacation Bible School
Another morning at camp – Christ the King Vacation Bible School, that is, during the first week 
of  August – starts with stretching exercises and prayer led by junior counselors. And then there 
are the Imagination Station, exploration of  Bible stories, KidFit Cinema, snack time and, of  
course, the mandatory water event out on the church lawn. Fifty youngsters participated, guided 
by as many middle school and high school group leaders. “Everyone does a great job,” says 
Father Jared, “but the real stars of  the week are the teen leaders.”

“VBS is very rewarding.  I 
love seeing the kids have fun.  
I can’t do much during the 
year, so I like helping out at 
church in this way.  I look 
forward to this every year.”  
Robyn Bjorn 
Game Station Leader

“It’s nice to teach 
the kids about 
God in a fun 
environment.”
John Fogarty 
Crew Leader

“My favorite part was KidFit Cinemas because they show little 
videos about what other kids are doing around the world and you 
get little cards to help you remember the memory verse for the 
day.”  Daphne Higginbottom

“I like the Imagination Station the best. You use your imagination 
to make things and answer questions.” Gianna King

“I like VBS because we learned about five stories in the Bible and 
we did activities related to them.” Abby Senenko
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To everything there is a season and 
a time for everything under heaven.

– Ecclesiastes 3:11

A Time to Love – New Parishioners
Ms. Barbara Roberts
Mr. Wilsikin Medina
Mr. and Mrs. Walter and Linda Blanchette
Mr. and Mrs. Jack and Barbara Mooradian
Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Heidi Antosh and family
Ms. Joanne Noel
Ms. Leah Noel
Ms. Kaitlin Hitchings
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher and Rachel Sperry 

and family
Ms. Caithlyn Sanchez
Ms. Sharon Breault and family
Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Ashley Gray and family
Mr. and Mrs. David and Tracey Colangelo and family
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Donna Colucci and family
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce and Patricia Beauchamp
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin and Angelina McKiernan and 

family
Mr. and Mrs. Chase and Kristina Fields and family
Mr. and Mrs. Adam and Erin Giuliano and family
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Kristen Jenkins and family
Mr. Thomas Luther
Ms. Melany Boisclair and family
Mrs. Deborah Jackson and family
Mr. and Mrs. George and Alicia Dawe and family
Mr. and Mrs. John and Julie McGrath
Mr. Gregory Marques/Ms. Ania Zielinski and family
Mr. and Mrs. David and Patricia Bucci and family
Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Sharon Martin and family

A Time To Be Born – Baptisms
Kathleen Barbara, daughter of  Thomas and Sasha 

Ashley
Julia Sage, daughter of  William and Jocelyn Roman
Callum Emmanuel, son of  Timothy and Ashley 

Pennington
Otto Thomas, son of  Justin and Kaitlyn Czap
Abel Mahalo and Abrielle Mulan, children of  Michael 

and JoAnna Ferraris
Rory Ashley, daughter of  James and Christina Ryan
Ryan Timothy, son of  Timothy and Jennifer King
Cullen James, son of  James and Kristina Arnoux
Wes Michael, son of  Jeb and Ashley Barnes
Cameron Thomas, son of  Brad and Kelly Davis
Carter Thomas, son of  Matthew and Shannon 

Spielman

A Time to Embrace – Marriages
Grant Lang and Michaela Lawler
Thomas Ashley and Sasha Bork
Chad Steere and Emily Swenson
Brian Carrington and Julie Yeamen
Timothy Marran and Julie Gosso
Grant Wieler and Maura Kelly
Francis Poitrast and Alexandra Lawrence
Steven Welch and Jessica Lopez
John Hoffkins and Colleen Chambers

A Time To Die – Deaths
Jessica Paolozzi
Nancy Hart
Janice Boss
Robert Morris
Edward Lewis
Helen Ferris
Roberta Gardella
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The Power of Young People
By Margaret Riley

Jesus often held up young people as an example of  
faith to the elders. He reminded his followers that we 
have much to learn from them. Here are three heart-
warming vignettes in which the young here at Christ the 
King led their elders to God.
Conor

Conor Messier is a typical eight-year-old boy. He 
loves reading, especially the Harry Potter series, and 
the New York Yankees. After attending Vacation Bible 
School for the last two years and weekend liturgies with 
his parents Rhyan and Mike, however, he began to feel 
something was missing. Conor had never been baptized. 
When Conor made his wish to be baptized known to 
Rhyan who had never been baptized either, Rhyan re-
visited thoughts she had when she had first met Mike 
and thought about being baptized and becoming a 
Catholic herself.

And so it was that through the power of  her young 
son’s great desire, Rhyan stood proudly with Conor 
when they were both baptized at the Easter Vigil 
last year. In addition, Rhyan received the sacraments 
of  First Eucharist and Confirmation on that joyous 
evening.
Madeline

Becca Paquette was raised in a Christian home, 
but found her personal God while in college at The 
Ohio State University. While there she belonged to the 
Intervarsity Christian Group as well as the Campus 
Crusade for Christ (a non-denominational Christian 
Group). When she met and married JB, who has been a 
lifelong parishioner, it seemed natural for her to attend 
Sunday liturgies with him. She always felt welcomed 
and at home worshiping here with JB and her three girls 
Madeline, Ruby and Eden. Last year when Madeline 
entered the class to prepare for Confirmation, Becca 
decided to volunteer as a table leader, although she did 
not know if  that would be allowed since she was not 
a Catholic. As time went on, Becca began to realize 
that although she attended liturgies with her family, she 
somehow felt a separation from them and decided that 
it was time for the family to worship fully and together 

as one. Father Jared and Robert Ferri, former Youth 
Director, arranged for her to study for the sacraments 
during Madeline’s classes. As a result Madeline was 
confirmed with her class in May and Becca received 
First Eucharist and Confirmation at Pentecost. Becca 
intends to volunteer again next year as a table leader for 
the Confirmation class and feels that through her own 
journey to Confirmation she may have a message as one 
who is a convert to Catholicism. Becoming Catholic has 
enabled Becca to fully participate in the liturgies and 
has made her family whole in the faith and worship at 
Christ the King Church.

Kathleen
It is not unusual to witness a new baby being 

baptized during one of  the Christ the King liturgies, 
but on June 3, 2017 when Kathleen Barbara Ashley was 
baptized, she was joined by her father Tom. In addition, 
Tom received First Eucharist and Confirmation. In his 
early years Tom had not been part of  a faith community 
and had not attended church until he met his wife, 
Sasha. Coming from a religious and church-going 
Catholic family, it was important for Sasha that Tom 
be introduced to the experience of  a community of  
worship. They visited several churches in the area and 
decided to join Christ the King because of  the warm 
and welcoming feelings they experienced here. When 

JB and Becca Paquette and (left to right) children Madeline, 
Eden and Ruby pose with Father Jared after Eden received her 
First Eucharist in May 2016.

(Continued on the back page)
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Sasha became pregnant, it became a priority to both her 
and Tom that they raise their daughter in a faith which 
would provide moral values as well as church doctrine. 
With the help of  Paul Vigeant, a longtime friend, Tom 
sought out Father Jared and Jen Marran who welcomed 
him and put together a program to prepare him for the 
sacraments. In Tom’s words, “They were incredible!” 
Throughout the process Paul continued to be a strong 
support and guide and became Tom’s godfather and 
sponsor. The learning experience was exciting and 
interesting and today Tom is proud and happy to be a 
Catholic, to have shared a wondrous experience with his 
wife and daughter, and to be a member of  the Christ 
the King community.
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