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As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them in loving
justice with others and return them with increase to the Lord. — Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response

Growing Youth Involvement:
Altar Servers at Christ the King
any of you may have
noticed a few changes
in the sanctuary during
Sunday liturgy – one big change
is the addition of youth altar
servers at the 9:15 and 11:35
a.m. Masses.
For many years, the Eucharistic Ministers at CTK have really served in a
dual role: part server and part minister
of the Eucharist. In an effort to increase youth understanding and participation in liturgy, the decision was
made to split the role, and an invitation was issued to all parish children
grades four through high school.

Altar servers Kandice Rush, Hernani Moniz, Luke Sisco, Rachael Bjorn and
Kasey Babbitt.

Altar servers Michael Smolan, Marion Whaley
and Carolina Roy.

As a result, almost two dozen youth responded! The group represented
varied age levels, including children from both the local public and Catholic
schools. Over pizza and cookies, the children discussed what led them to
become involved as they shared laughs and made new friends. Under the
main guidance of Andrea Theroux, with assistance from Fr. Jared and Jen
Marran, the children attended training and practice sessions. Sessions included an overview of liturgy, and learning about the parts of the Mass, in
addition to detailed training for serving in one of three altar server roles:
Cross Bearer, Book Server and Table Server. Each child trained for all three
roles, ready to serve as needed, and quick to assist a fellow server who
might forget a detail!
As great role models, we hope that this brave and capable first class of
servers will inspire many more children to become involved! We would like
to expand the ministry to include all Masses. If your child is interested,
please contact our new Youth Minister, Mrs. Kelly Caton at
kcaton@ctkri.org.

– Jen Marran

A Community of Faith

Youth Ministry Offers New Opportunities
hen my family and I joined the parish in October 2008,
it wasn’t long after I started to volunteer at CTK that I
realized I wanted to have my son be able to offer his
time and become more active in the church, too, something in
addition to going to Mass and religious education classes. That
is a big part, I know, but I just wanted more for him within the
church – more than what I had in my church growing up. A
youth group of some sort, something to bring our children of
the church together for fellowship and fun!
When Fr. Jared came to our parish and got Andrea Theroux to
start our youth ministry, I was very excited. The minute I heard
activities were going to be planned like game night, trips and
incorporating altar servers into our Mass, I found Andrea and
told her, “anything you need, find me!” I’m on board with getting our children more involved at the church, whether it be a
day trip somewhere or for them to have the opportunities for

Youth
Trip to
Canobie
Lake
Park
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stewardship and become part of the Mass – anything – I just
wanted to see more of their presence and the church’s acknowledgement of them.
When it was time to sign up for altar servers, my son was
hesitant, but with a little “arm twisting” he is now loving his new
role at CTK. I told him that doing new things can be intimidating,
but our church is the perfect place to start and you will only be
embraced and supported. Being the book server is his favorite
position because he says he feels he’s helping Fr. Jared or Fr.
Matt more by holding the Roman Missal for them.
After helping with the altar servers and various parish activities and trips, I have definitely seen new friendships develop,
and pray that this ministry will continue to be a strong component at our church. I truly hope our children know how fortunate and blessed they are because of the youth ministry at CTK.

anobie Lake Park in Salem, N.H. was the destination July 31 for 25 youngsters, 4th grade and
up, who helped in the youth stewardship program
here at Christ the King. Those who assisted with the
religious formation classes, were altar servers or
part of the youth choir, as well as those who volunteered with the vacation Bible camp, were invited
to go on this trip as a “thank you” from Andrea
Theroux and Father Jared.
We understand that the lure of Canobie Park is
an awesome roller coaster ride, The Equinox, a
twisting, spinning, flipping ride that would take
your breath away. The park also houses a 1936
wooden roller coaster, the Yankee Cannonball,

– Jen Sisco
along with others like Untamed, which has a 97degree drop – the steepest in the Northeast. Eight
adults chaperoned the trip, and these brave souls
also joined the youngsters in riding the coasters,
the flume ride and traditional offerings like Ferris
wheels, train rides, carousels and antique cars.
Though the day was long for all, the young stewards enjoyed all aspects of the trip. We do understand there was one disappointed participant who
was saddened when seeing a “Closed for the Day”
sign in front of the Equinox ride. Perhaps
this situation will lead to another trip to Canobie
Lake Park sometime in the future.

– Mary Lou Morissette
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Vacation Bible School – Session 1
Children in grades Kindergarten to 6 gathered together to learn the story of creation
from the Old Testament and stories of Jesus
in the New Testament, through crafts,
games, stories and singing. Even the snack
for each day was based on that day’s story!
Through the fun of drama and props made
by the children, each group brought to life
the biblical stories and lessons they learned
during the five days of Vacation Bible School
to parents and friends at the closing celebration on the last day.
This truly is a labor of love and takes
many hands to make the program the
successs that it is. Thank you to all the adult
and teen leaders – Karen Carnevale, Linda
Caruso, Morgan Fogleman, Arania Koch, Isabella Koch, Bethany Lindeblad, Anthony
Marino, Bethany Nunnery, Isabella Nyman,
Participants in last year’s Vacation Bible School
Madeline Quigley, Margaret Riley, Cynthia
Senennko and Claire Stone. Some did service hours for their
week-long Bible School was held July 15 to 19 entitled,
confirmation or school classes.
“Creation: A Sign of God’s Love” Cycle 1. Vacation Bible
Thank you for your time and enthusiasm and for sharing
School is based on three year cycle: Cycle 1 Creation: A
yourselves
with the children, who as always were delightful.
Sign of God’s Love; Cycle 2 Noah’s Ark: Trust in God and Cycle
– Arlene Reynolds
3 Moses: We are God’s People.

arishioner Jessica Marfeo was crowned Miss Rhode
Island 2013 at the annual Miss Rhode Island Scholarship pageant on June 21, and represented Rhode Island in the Miss America 2014 pageant held Sept. 15 in
Atlantic City, N.J.

Did
Y ou
Kn ow ...

There she was the second runner-up for the Quality
of Life award, which recognizes contestants who excel
in their commitment to community service. Jessica won
a $2,000 scholarship for her work with her platform
“B.F.F: Be Friends First – Promoting Healthy Relationship Education and Mentoring” that advocates the importance of providing youth with a strong health education system facilitated with mentors to teach future
generations how to maintain healthy relationships.
She also was one of the five finalists for the inaugural
STEM award. These scholarships were introduced for
contestants who study and want to work in the fields of
science, technology, engineering or math.
Jessica, who is a junior at the University of Rhode
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Jessica Marfeo
Island, is a pre-med student majoring in biology and education.
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Feeding Hungry Campers All in the Family
hen the call went out for assistants, Mary Anne Clarke
and her daughter, Mary Beth, answered the call. They
agreed to be responsible for the King’s Kitchen of
Kingdom Rock, the Vacation Bible School held during the week
of August 19th at Christ the King.
Kingdom Rock is a nation-wide Bible
school with a curriculum that is the
same from school to school, from
state to state.

heart so that the jelly showed through. With many young children in the program, the Clarkes felt that the heart snack was
likely to be too messy and so something else was substituted
that was consistent with the theme of that day. In addition to
the day’s snack, water and lemonade were always available.
Mary Anne has been a member of
Christ the King since 1993. She and
her husband, Jim, were married at
the Catholic Center in 1998 and continued their membership at Christ
the King. Over the years, they have
served in many stewardship positions. Both Mary Anne and Jim have
been lectors and taught in the Marriage Preparation Program. Mary
Anne serves on the Hospitality Committee and Jim serves as a crossing
guard for the CCD program.

King’s Kitchen was responsible for
providing the snacks for about 50
children attending the school and
another 40+ crew members assisting
with the program. Each day’s program had a theme and the snack was
coordinated with the theme. For
example, the Day One theme was
“God’s Love Helps Us Stand Strong.”
The snack for the day was heartshaped pretzels, which symbolized
Mary Beth and Mary Anne Clarke
God’s love; the pretzels also looked
Mary Anne is an adjunct faculty
like arms folded around someone.
member at Rhode Island College
The Day Two theme was “Family and Friends” and the snack on
and Bryant University teaching both political science and histhat day was two-toned Popsicles representing the merging of
tory. Mary Beth is a 7th-grader at Davisville Middle School in
individuals together into a family or a group of friends.
North Kingstown. She has been an active member of the Girl
Mary Anne and Mary Beth were able to adapt the proscribed
Scouts for six years.
snacks to meet the individual needs of their program. For inBoth Mary Anne and Mary Beth said their service to Kingdom
stance, one day’s snack was supposed to be jelly sandwiches on
Rock was a lot of work but they loved it!
white bread with the top piece of bread having a cutout of a
– Lee DeLucia

A Bible School Veteran Graduates
to Being a Crew Leader
ethany Lindeblad has lived in North Kingstown and been a member of Christ the
King parish since she came home from Guatemala at 7 months old. She has attended North Kingstown schools and received her sacraments of Baptism, Eucharistic, Reconciliation and Confirmation here. Bethany began her school year a few weeks ago
as a junior at North Kingstown High School, where she is a member of the school’s Concert Choir as well as the senior Jazz Band and Symphonic Band, playing alto saxophone.
In addition to playing the saxophone, Bethany takes lessons for piano and flute. She
recently participated in the NKHS production of “Guys and Dolls,” and would like to continue being a part of her school’s musicals. Bethany enjoys the school experience and is on
the honor roll.

Bethany Lindeblad
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Vacation Bible School Rocks!
hrist the King has been offering Vacation Bible School to the children in our
parish for many years now, an annual event that families always look forward
to. This year, however, our faith community experienced it on an entirely new,
rock solid level as “Kingdom Rock” VBS was in the house, leaving all who participated
buzzing with joy and excitement.
Parishioner Sandi Marth, a member of CTK for 14 years, was one of the many
hands of God who helped organize and run “Kingdom Rock” that took place during
the week of August 19 to 23 for children in the parish in grades Kindergarten through
5. Sandi shares that her grandchildren were involved with a VBS program at their parish in St. Charles, Illinois, last year, and while visiting them she attended the ½-hour
closing ceremony, which family members were invited to attend. “I observed the joy
of God in community at this program, and wished that I could share this joy with the
children and families of CTK. When I heard that CTK would be offering a similar program this year, I knew that I wanted to be a part of it,” she said.
Sandi’s role with
“Kingdom
Rock”
was as the Sing and
Play Rock leader,
where she opened
and closed each
day in partnership
with the band leaders and fellow cast
members. “I believe that my experience as a former teacher and
dance
instructor
helped me to formulate the role I
played,” she said.
Andrea
TherSandi Marth
oux, director of
youth ministry at
the time, was very instrumental in getting “Kingdom Rock” off the ground. She and Fr.
Jared collaborated on the idea when he shared some material from a company called
Group Publishing that provides churches with ministry resources to help children,
youth and adults grow in their faith in Jesus. One of the themes the company offered
for its 2013 VBS was “Kingdom Rock: Where Kids Stand Strong for God.”
“When I took on the youth ministry position in January, Fr. Jared handed me a
Kingdom Rock ‘popcorn tin,’ which contained all the materials to run a successful Bible camp. Of course, no amount of resource guides and prepackaged marketing can
be effective without the willingness of our parishioners to step forward to run a station, be a crew leader, play music, help decorate, or any other job that was needed. It
truly was a team effort,” Andrea said.
Sandi was pleased with how “Kingdom Rock” introduces the many practical aspects

Crew Leader...
(Continued from page 4)

For a few years, Bethany has assisted with Vacation Bible School here
at CTK and, for the first time, this year
she was a crew leader at Kingdom
Rock Vacation Bible School, where she
guided younger children through the
experience.
When Bethany was younger, she
and her family helped with coffee and
donut setup and cleanup. She also
enjoyed helping her mother, Sherry,
prepare crafts for First Eucharist CCD,
and helping her mom pass out bulletins when she was a Minister of Hospitality. Most recently, Bethany has
joined the CTK choir and is the youngest cantor here.
Bethany’s ambition is to attend
Montclair State University in New
Jersey or Temple University in Philadelphia to study music therapy. Music
therapy is the prescribed use of music
and musical interventions for the purpose of restoring, maintaining and
improving physical, emotional,
physiological and spiritual health and
well-being. It is appropriate for individuals of all ages and Bethany does
not have an age preference. She also
dreams of living in New York City.
Bethany enjoys being a twin to her
brother, Stieg, although more than
once she has been asked if they are
identical!
Bethany seems to have her life’s
journey planned out and she is certainly on the right track, because
when I asked her who her role model
was she answered without hesitation,
“My Mother.” All of the Christ the
King family should be proud to have
such a talented, determined and loyal
young lady as part of our faith community.

– Margaret Riley

(Continued on page 7)
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Showing that Stewardship Can Be Fun
inda Caruso is a young, energetic mom of three boys
who is trying to teach them that being Catholic isn’t just
about going to church on Sundays. She wants them to
understand that being a steward can be fun, and that helping
others is extremely rewarding. After losing her husband to lung
cancer eleven months ago, Linda came back to Christ the King,
where she was raised and received many of the sacraments,
including her marriage. She had tried other churches nearer to
her home in the Newport area, but found none of them to be
what she was looking for; nothing compared to Christ the King.
So she makes
the trip over
from Aquidneck Island
with Mason,
8, Tyler, 6,
and Noah, 5,
each Sunday
for the 9:15
a.m.
Mass.
She is grateful for her
parents who
help her with
the boys during Mass.

ers and staffers who were shy about dancing and singing got
more participative as the week went on and there was a noticeable transformation in the group. As an adult leader, this was
extremely rewarding for Linda.

When Linda
decided
to
help
with
Vacation Bible School in
July, her boys
weren’t sure
what to expect. She was
Linda Caruso with sons Noah,
a leader for
Tyler and Mason.
kindergarten
and
first
grade and really liked it. Of course her boys attended with her
and thoroughly enjoyed it. So when the opportunity came to do
the Kingdom Rock Bible Camp in August, Linda jumped at the
chance. And again, the boys participated. But this time Linda let
the boys venture out on their own. She asked to be a station
leader so that the boys weren’t with her continuously, and got
to experience camp without her constant presence. Linda really
enjoyed seeing both the campers and the team leaders open
up as the week progressed. She described the kids as quiet and
reserved toward the beginning, and said they began to get excited about what they were doing as the week went on. Camp-

– Karen Pinch
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Working hard and getting involved is nothing new for Linda.
She had taught Religious Education at Christ the King when she
was in high school, so stewardship was certainly not a new concept. Linda seems to have always been a hard worker, even
from a young age. As a college student, Linda commuted from
South Kingstown to UMass. Dartmouth. While she was in
school, she held two jobs – at the Hyatt on Goat Island and as a
dining room manager at The Carnegie Abbey Club. She paid her
way through school, managing to get through without taking
out loans.
Linda genuinely enjoys being a mom and getting involved in
activities. She seems to have made the best of a difficult situation after her husband’s death. I asked it if was challenging to
be raising three boys alone, but she doesn’t seem to be fazed
by it in the least. In fact, she seems to be the type of person
who can make good things come out of bad situations.
I think we will see Linda Caruso back at Vacation Bible School
next summer. Linda told me that her boys didn’t want the week
to end, and wouldn’t go to bed until she found out what the
theme for next year’s Vacation Bible School would be. So Linda,
Mason, Tyler and Noah are looking forward to “Weird Animals”
next summer.
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Kingdom Rocks … Where Kids Stand Strong for God
(Continued from page 5)

of how God shows his love
for us and the many ways
that we can all “Stand
Strong” for God. The children were introduced to
Bible stories in “Epic Bible
Adventures,” and then
they became part of the
adventure by acting out
the stories and bringing life
to the Word of God.
“The highlight for me
was to be able to see everyone at the beginning and
ending of each day at Sing
and Play Rock. I loved
teaching and leading everyone with the songs and
interacting with the kids
through skits, prayers, as
well as learning about and
teaching the kids to ‘Stand
Pictured (L-R) are “Kingdom Rock” leaders Linda Caruso, Sandi Marth,
Strong.’ ” Sandi wholeheartedly credits the sucMargaret Riley, Valerie Speredelozzi, Buff Wessman, Andrea Theroux,
cess of the “Kingdom
Fr. Jared, Mary Anne Clarke and Jen Sisco.
Rock” program to the magnificent group of stewards
which called for me to drag all my ‘worries’ behind me (on a
who worked so well together: Jen Sisco, leader for the Epic Bilarge parachute). It wasn’t called for, but so many of the chilble Adventures; Mary Ann Clarke and Buff Wessman, who
dren jumped up and helped me carry my load – definitely a
were in charge of The King’s Kitchen; Valerie Speredelozzi and
‘God Sighting’ to me,” she said.
Linda Caruso, who presented the Imagination Station; and Margaret Riley who led Chadder’s Theater – Chadder is a cartoon
“The entire experience opened my mind and heart to prayer
chipmunk – which helped to reinforce the mantra to “Stand
and the Bible in a whole new way. I am so happy that I was able
Strong” with making good choices and against things such as
to share in this program with everyone involved,” adds Sandi.
bullying.
Andrea explained that the concepts taught to the campers
The Sing and Play Rock Band players who made “Kingdom
Rock” so moving and inspiring were Nat Sisco, Alan McLaughlin
and Steig Lindeblad. Scores of teens and pre-teens were Crew
Leaders and Assistant Crew Leaders. And Father Jared was Master of the Tournament Games, an outdoor daily event for the
kids to learn through play, with games themed along the lessons for each day.
Sandi said one of the most touching and memorable components of “Kingdom Rock” was their daily “God Sightings,” commenting that on most days, the staff and children were her own
“God Sightings.” “One day in particular, I had performed a skit,
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were that we need God’s love, family and friends, prayer, a
child-like trust in God, and the Bible to help us stand strong in
our faith when the storms of life come our way – tools that we
all need to be reminded of no matter what our age.
Once again, our CTK faith community has been blessed with
God’s grace by allowing so many in our parish to take part in
such a joyful experience. VBS 2014 will have a new theme, but
the same loving message. Think about getting involved next
summer and you, too, will have the opportunity to grow in faith
and love for God and one another!

– Cheryl L. Butler
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Siblings are Camper and Crew at VBS
tewardship is a family affair for the Wessmans, new parishioners at Christ the King. After moving to Wakefield
and registering in the parish in June, they hit the ground
running by volunteering and participating in CTK’s “Kingdom
Rock” in August. Elizabeth “Buff” Wessman and her five children all volunteered or participated during the week-long Bible
camp. Buff and her daughter, Malia, helped with the “King’s
Kitchen” each day, shopping for snacks and serving them to
hungry campers. Buff’s son, Evan, was a “Crew Leader,” guiding
campers through Kingdom Rock activities, and her eldest son,
Colin, was Second Assistant Director of “Tournament Games.”
Colin also played the role of knight “Wally” in each day’s opening skit. Amanda, the youngest, participated in Kingdom Rock
as a camper.
Buff has been involved with Vacation Bible Study / Bible
Camp for many years, beginning when Colin, now 16, was just 4
or 5. She was the VBS director in Portsmouth, when her husband, Derek, a Navy pilot, attended the Naval War College in
Newport. She and the children have participated in VBS in several states, wherever Derek was stationed. “It’s become a part
of our summer,” Buff says. The children enjoy it and look forward to it each year, and the older ones say they get more out
of it than the campers do.
In addition to VBS, Buff and Derek also have been involved
with FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple Communication Understanding and Study), leading discussions with engaged couples
to help them prepare for marriage. Buff also has directed fundraising efforts at the children’s Catholic schools, and she’s been
involved in CCD and children’s ministry there.
The Wessmans plan to continue their active stewardship
roles at CTK beyond Kingdom Rock. Evan and Malia are already

Evan, Lauren, Malia, Amanda and Colin Wessman
serving as Altar Servers, and Colin and Lauren plan to join them
as Eucharistic Minister and Altar Server this fall. Stewardship is
a way of life for the Wessman family, and they have found a
perfect fit here at CTK!

– Elise Hedglen

Kingdom Rock brought campers of all ages together
and offered an opportunity to make new friends.
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To everything there is a season and a time
for every purpose under heaven .
– Ecclesiastes 3:11

A TIME TO LOVE –

N EW P AR I S H I ON ER S
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Ahern
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Austin
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Barszcz
Mr. & Mrs. John Biafore and family
Mr. & Mrs. Shannon Booth and family
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Champney and family
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Conrad
Ms. Grace Coughlin
Ms. Jacquelin Davies
Mr. & Mrs. William Doyle
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Erautt and family
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Esposito
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Filiatreault and family
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Giordano and family

A TIME TO BE B O R N –

Mr. Marc Guillotte, Ms. Lissa Scarpellino
and family
Ms. Donna Joaquim and family
Mr. & Mrs. Brad knight and family
Ms. Lidia Magliari and family
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Marsh and family
Mr. & Mrs. Edward McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher McStay
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Mooney and family
Mr. & Mrs. Tyler Nowell and family
Ms. Paula Papshise
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Parente and family
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Pellegrino and family
Mr. David Petrarca
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Powers and family
Mr. & Mrs. George Quinlan

B AP T I S MS

Ava Mikaela Hargraves, daughter of Cory and Ruthann Hargraves
Kiley McKenna Thayer, daughter of James and Debra Thayer
Ian Michael Secone, son of Daniel and Alicia Secone
John Patrick Slocum, son of John and Kelly Slocum
Phineas Rowbotham, son of Chase and Kate Rowbotham
Dylan Joseph DeAlmo, son of Douglas and Shannon DeAlmo
Cooper Jameson Maher, son of Andrew and Kelly Maher
John Anthony Luongo, son of John Luongo and Arielle Clapperton
Henry Joseph Passananti, son of Mikko and Sarah Passananti
Sophia Grace and Stella Cecilia Carroll, daughters of David Carroll
Kylie Jean and Luke James Hoffman, children of Justin and Alison Hoffman
Colette Delrey Fortenberry, daughter of William and Nicole Fortenberry
Haleigh Rae Hubbard, daughter of Robert Hubbard and Bethany Packer
Keira Swift, daughter of Matthew and Amy Oakley
Lucas John, son of Michael and Ashley Botelho
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Mr. & Mrs. Russell Ragno
Ms. Anne Marie Rameika and family
Mr. & Mrs. William Riley and family
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Rollins and family
Ms. Ashley Scheck
Mr. & Mrs. John Sears and family
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Senenko
and family
Ms. Susan Simpson
Mr. & Mrs. William Tamboe and family
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Varrecchione
Mr. & Mrs. John Vasaturo and family
Mrs. Rebecca Wolstencroft and family
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Young and family

A TIME TO DIE –

D E AT H S
Josephine Ricci
Lucille Pazienza
William Sheffield
Hilda Pettingill
Dennis Kane
Edward Boisvert
Mary Averill

PAGE 9

Mustard Seed

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID

Newsletter of Christ the King Parish

West Kingston, RI
Permit No. 1

180 Old North Road
Kingston, RI 02881

“Become a partner in God’s work. Embrace the call to stewardship.”

Mark your calendar
– upcoming events
October 13

Blood Drive – Parish Hall, 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

October 17

Confirmation – 7 p.m. for Grade 10 candidates, with the Most Rev. Robert C. Evans,
Auxiliary Bishop, Diocese of Providence

October 19

Harvest Supper – Parish Hall following 5 p.m. Mass

October 26

Flu Clinic – Parish Hall, 4 to 6:30 p.m.

November
7&8

Annual Feast of Christ the King Concert – 7 p.m., with guest John Angotti
and Christ the King choir, to benefit Assumption Parish, Providence

November 17

Flu Clinic – Parish Hall, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

November 30

Advent Wreath Workshop – Parish Hall, 10 a.m.

December 1

1st Sunday of Advent

