
hrist the King is a pastoral community, tending to the spiritual 
needs of its members and the larger community, but it is also a 
large, complex organization that benefits from administrative 
oversight by its lay members. Trustees are responsible for assist-

ing in the management of all secular matters at the parish level. Those lay 
members are usually active members of the church who have previously 
served in responsible stewardship positions. They serve as members of the 
parish corporation board, they are ex-officio members of the finance coun-
cil, and they advise and support the pastor. They work with the pastor in 
developing a long-term financial plan for the parish. Trustees are ap-
pointed by the Bishop and serve until replaced. 

Bishop Tobin recently appointed Mark Noble and Phil Tracy to be new 
trustees for Christ the King parish. Based on their prior stewardship re-

sponsibilities and professional 
work experience, the new 
appointees are superbly well 
suited for their new positions. 

    Many of you will recognize 
Mark Noble as the face of the 
Catholic Charity Fund Appeal. 
Along with his wife, Peggy, he 
has co-chaired that very suc-
cessful campaign for the last 
three years. They have been 
members of Christ the King 
parish for 26 years. During 
that time, he has served as an 
original member of the Stew-
ardship committee, was a 
member of the Vision of Hope 

Capital Campaign Committee, was a member and secretary of the Finance 
Committee, and was Parish Council member and President. He also has 
been a Eucharistic Minister for most of the past 25 years. There is no doubt 
that he knows and supports the mission of CTK. 

Mark acknowledges that Christ the King has been a big part of his life for 
the past 26 years. He says that CTK has been blessed with extraordinary 
leadership with our past and current pastors. The parish staff is dedicated, 
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Mark Noble 

hard working and talented. And the parish commu-
nity is involved in church activities in many ways and 
is very generous with their time, talent and treasure. 
That combination is unbeatable. So when asked to 
serve as a trustee, he did not hesitate to say “yes.” 
He says he was both honored and humbled by the 
invitation. 

Mark epitomizes the saying that when you want 
something done, you should ask a busy person. Dur-
ing many of the years of Mark’s stewardship to CTK, 
he was leading a very busy professional and family 
life alongside his service to the church. He attended 
East Greenwich High School where he met his wife, 
Peggy. He graduated from the College of the Holy 
Cross with a degree in Economics. Upon graduation, 
he was commissioned as a Naval officer and served 
for five years including a tour of duty on a ship in 
Vietnam. Following his military service, he served for 

(Continued on page 2) 
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35 years in the com-
mercial banking 
business with a spe-
cialty in commercial 
real estate finance. 
During those years, 
he also served as 
Chairman of the 
Board of the Rhode 
Island Housing and 
Mortgage Finance 
Corporation, an or-
ganization that in-
vested in first-time 
home buyer and 
affordable mort-
gages.  

    Mark has worked 
side-by-side with his 
wife of 42 years, 
Peggy. Together 
they have two 

daughters, one a lawyer living in Providence and the second a 
nursery school teacher in Bellingham, Mass.  

The other new trustee recently appointed at Christ the King is 
Phil Tracy. Phil and his wife, Sarah, have been members of CTK 
for 18 years. They live in Richmond where they raised their 
three children – Tom, Trish Casey and Lori Dufficy all live in the 
South County area with their families. 

Like Mark, Phil has been active in multiple stewardship 
groups over the years. He served on the Peace and Justice Com-
mittee, the Finance Committee and is presently a lector and a 
member of the Stewardship Council. He was honored with the 
St. George Award from the National Catholic Committee on 
Scouting, an award given to members of the laity or clergy who 
have made outstanding contributions to the spiritual develop-
ment of Catholic youth through Scouting. 

Phil served in the United States Navy, including a stint as the 
commanding officer of a Navy warship. His professional career 
was spent in the finance field with positions as Vice President/
Regional Manager and Senior Commercial Lender with Fleet 
National Bank. He then took a position as Senior Vice President 
at South County Hospital. For the past seven years he has 
served as an Executive Coach working with unemployed or un-
deremployed people who seek new positions or to open their 
own companies. 

Fr. Jared recently applauded both Mark and Phil for their 
“willingness to lead and serve the community of Christ the King 
as parish trustees.” 

Mark and Phil take over these responsibilities from Thelma 
Haas and Frank DeSantis who served with distinction as trustees 
for approximately 15 years each. Thelma said it had been an 
honor to serve in this position. Fr. Jared reported that 
“throughout their years of service, they have fostered trust and 
harmony in the various aspects of parish life.” We all owe 
Thelma and Frank a hearty “thank you” for their years of dedi-
cated and honorable service. And we wish Mark and Phil well as 
they generously give of their time and talents to serve as our 
new trustees. 

 – Lee DeLucia 

(Continued from page 1) 

Creating new traditions while  
maintaining a vibrant program 

New trustees named... 

Jennifer Marran 

sit at the same desk in the same office, but so much has changed! When Fr.  
Jared first asked me to consider moving from Religious Formation to Pastoral 
Associate, I knew immediately there were some areas I would love to be in-

volved in, like the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), and working with the Lit-
urgy Committee to plan for various liturgical celebrations throughout the year. But was I 
prepared for hospital visits, funeral planning, and the myriad duties I had observed 
Nancy Drennan so carefully and proficiently fill over the years? I knew I had some serious 
thinking and praying to do… 

I am an educator by profession, with a passion for sharing faith, and I have been 
blessed with the opportunity to do just that over the years: in peer ministry, in Catholic 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

 

Phil Tracy 



JUNE 2013 / MUSTARD SEED                      PAGE 3 

Stewardship in Action 

school classrooms, in speaking and leading workshops, in years 
of directing the religious formation program, and as a parent. 
Over the years I had also taken many courses in theology, sac-
raments, and pastoral service – would it be enough? Would the 
move be a good one for me, and for the parish? Was I prepared 
to do it well? Even as I thought and prayed, I knew I was being 
called to a new opportunity, one that would allow me to use 
old skills in new ways, and one that would challenge me to de-
velop new skills as well. 

Fast-forward three months: my head is spinning and my 
heart is full! I am totally immersed in my day-to-day duties as 
pastoral associate, and enjoying every minute (well, maybe not 
every minute, but definitely the overall experience!). Fr. Jared is 
a great shepherd, embracing some of the ‘old traditions’ of 

CTK, while challenging us to grow and create ‘new traditions’ as 
well. Parish support for our transitioning leadership is heart-
warming and encouraging. Stepping in mid-year, the RCIA 
members welcomed me to share the end of their journey to-
ward the sacraments, and the continuation of their lifelong 
faith journeys; Liturgy Committee members shared their wealth 
of experience in preparation for Lent, the Triduum, Easter and 
beyond; and I have been moved and privileged to share in plan-
ning funerals for members of our community. Add in hospital 
visits, baptisms, and ‘assorted administrative duties,’ and my 
weeks are full and rewarding. I look forward with joy and confi-
dence, truly privileged to share in the life of this vibrant, faith-
filled, and caring community as we face the challenges ahead. 
Thank you for your generous support, and I ask for your contin-
ued prayers. 

Blessings, 

 – Jen Marran 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

Nurturing the faith life of young parishioners  

hen I assumed 
the position of 
Director of Rel-

igious Formation, I 
knew that I was taking 
on something that was 
well taken care of – 
Jennifer Marran’s at-
tention to detail and 
complete file system 
made the transition 
seamless. It was some-
what like stepping back 
into a comfortable pair 
of shoes in becoming re
-familiar with the 
younger grades as I 
have taught in every 
religious formation 
grade in my 35-year 
“career” in RF. 

     We are blessed to 
have creative catechists, determined to make classes on Sun-
day morning exciting and faith-filled. The number of parents 
who help as stewards – whether as crossing guards, teacher 
aides or office help – certainly help with running a program 
with 600+ students. 

 

I am looking forward to facing the challenges of new pro-
grams for Confirmation and Reconciliation because with the 
support of Fr. Jared, the Religious Formation Committee and 
other members of the staff it is a well-thought-out plan with 
the best interests of our children in mind. 

At times there don’t seem to be enough hours in the day to 
get everything done – and I wake up in the middle of the night 
with another “idea” and then try to communicate it to Brenda 
Tougas, my assistant. She often tells me I really need to “just 
sleep and stop thinking.” 

We have managed to organize our once “3-man office” to a 
“2-man office” and Brenda keeps me up to date on what needs 
to be done, and she is a whiz at computers – where I have no 
skill. 

But the best part of my job is the notes like the one I just got 
from a young man who was recently confirmed where he said, 
“Often times a CCD program for high school students is more of 
a hassle than a learning experience. In my case it was far from 
that, during my past 2 years at CTK, I have met new people, 
who have influenced me greatly as to why I should continue to 
grow in my Catholic faith.” 

So, thanks to everyone who has a part of the experience of 
Religious Formation for our children – we are on the right track 
and we will reach our goal of letting everyone know just how 
much God loves and cares for his people. 

And if you would like to get involved – please give us a call. 

– Georgann Lardaro  

Jen Marran... 

Georgann Lardaro 
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Eighty candidates confirmed by Bishop Tobin  

n Wednesday night, April 24, 80 young 
men and women were confirmed by the 
Most Rev. Thomas J. Tobin, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Providence. This was the culmination 
of a two-year preparation process. One of the last 
requirements was an interview with members of 
the Religious Formation Committee and teachers 
in the program. 

The students were asked questions about the 
preparation program. Their answers may surprise 
you. “What was the most helpful part of the pro-
gram?” Many answered – “The classes and discus-
sion groups.” Others said, “The support of [their] 
family and sponsors and being a part of this com-
munity of faith.” “What was the most difficult 

part?” “Finding the time between other commit-
ments and school work was really hard.” Many 
thought that moving Confirmation back to an ear-
lier age will be a lot less stressful. They enjoyed 
doing the stewardship projects and look forward 
to doing more for their church after Confirmation. 
It has been a pleasure to work with these young 
people.  

Thanks to the group of adults who did the in-
terviewing – 80 students in two hours is quite a 
feat. The interviewers were: Lauren Davis, Kathy 
Farless, Jim Given, Deb Mallon, Kathy Monteith, 
Kathe Spangler, Andrea Theroux and  Betty Ann 
Zwick. 

– Georgann Lardaro  

 

Nathan Ackermann (Albert)  

Carlos Aldrete (Thomas)                    

Owen Baertlein  (Mark)  

Hannah Baxter (Bridget)                         

Ryan Bertelli (Paul) 

Robyn Bjorn (Joanna)   

Stephanie Bjorn (Julia)   

Meghan Blessing (Joan)  

Austin Butler (James)   

Jenna Carey (Katharine)                     

Nolan Carney (William)  

Ryan Chadwick (Sebastian)                             

Chiara Christofaro (Kateri)  

Christopher Collins (Matthew)                            

Jacob Colon  (Sebastian)                      

Jason Comeau (Raphael)  

Louis Costabile (Francis)     

Tyler D’Alfonso (Isadore)  

Sarah Desilets (Cecilia)   

Asher Dillmann (William) 

Rachel Douglas  (Cecilia)    

Malia Erickson (Rita)   

Alyson Fairbrother (Regina)                                  

Andrea Fiore (Maria)                          

Lauren Fogarty (Ann)     

Elizabeth Fornaro (Rose) 

Ryan Fox (Leo)                           

Andrew Gagnon (Sebastian)  

Zachary Gagnon (Nicholas)  

Erin Gardiner  (Joan)   

Sofia Greco-Byrne  (Teresa)  

Bridget Hall (George)   

Callum Hamel (Adjutor)    

Michael Harris (Michael)  

Brian Hempe (Ambrose)  

Emily Hesse (Julia)  

Steven Iannucci (William)   

Christina Kaspar (Juliana)  

Kristi Larimer (Angela) 

Alexander Leite (Servatus) 

Bethany Lindeblad (Cecilia)  

Stieg Lindeblad (Sebastian)  

Adam Liptak (Anthony)  

Mark Liptak (Paul)  

Noah Lloyd (Sebastian)   

Jenna Matuszek (Elizabeth) 

Elizabeth Morisseau (Elizabeth)  

Michael Morisseau (Thomas)  

Molly Murphy (Catherine)  

Jake Murphy (Bruno)  

Conor Noons (Francis) 

Caroline Oatley (Mary)  

Tanner Perry (Michael)  

Devan Phillips (Rita)  

Brendan Quigley (Thomas)  

Kelly Regan  (Rose)  

Alexandra Reilly (Joan) 

Samantha Ryan (Katharine)  

Julia Santucci (Catherine)  

Anna Schlenz (Rose)  

Abigail Schmidt (Cecilia)   

MaryElizabeth Simkevich 
(Cecelia)  

Kaitlyn Smolan (Rose)  

Timothy Sprague  (Robert)  

Jack Sullivan (James)  

Nellie Tamboe (Catherine)  

William Tavares (Bartholomew) 

 Nicolette Theroux (Elizabeth)  

Ryan Torrealday (Blaise)  

Luke Underhill (John)  

Tyler Vanasse (Patrick)  

Kendra Walsh (Bridget)   

Madelyn Ward (Margaret)  

Zachary Warner (Zachary)  

Ethan Whitney (Paul)  

Garrett Winter (Stephen)   

Madeleine Woolf (Francis)  

Nicole Worthen (Elizabeth) 

Jill Wynsen (Joan)  
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A senior project becomes a way to help others  
liza DeCubellis began thinking of her Senior Project 
long before she even entered high school. She knew 
that she wanted to use the Senior Project as an oppor-

tunity to truly help others and give back to her local, national 
and global community. 

When Father Matthew Glover agreed to mentor her, she 
realized this long-aspired dream might actually become a real-
ity. As Chaplain of the URI Catholic Center, Father Matt had led 
14 mission trips to various locales and was the perfect choice 
for her mentor. Together they chose to plan a mission trip for 
her Senior Project over February vacation, not to an impover-
ished third world country, but to Lewis County, Kentucky.  

Lewis County is an area of Appalachia where the percentage 
of people living below the national poverty level is 25.1 per-
cent, which is twice the national average of 13.8 percent. The 
median household income for the county is $27,181 compared 
to the average U.S. median income of $51,914 and 46.5 percent 
of the families are headed by a female with no husband pre-
sent, while 11.5 percent of the mothers in the county are be-
tween 10 and 19 years of age. 

Together, Eliza and Father Matt made phone calls to possible 
sponsors and contacted numerous donors through a letter-
writing campaign. Although it sounds impossible, with the help 
of her family and extended parishioners and friends, Eliza was 
able to raise more than $17,000 to cover the expenses for all 20 
volunteers to travel to Glen Mary Farm in Lewis County. While 
at Glen Mary Farm, the team performed various forms of com-

munity service from building homes, restocking a food pantry, 
and working with clients at a mental health and rehabilitation 
center. With an excess of more than $7,000 at the completion 
of the mission week, Eliza was able to award further donations 
to both “The Helping Hand Food Pantry” and “Comprehend” 
rehabilitation center.  

As Eliza explained, “Each night, the entire group came to-
gether to reflect on the day’s events and share the experiences 
that everyone had at different work sites. On one of the last 
nights of the trip, everyone was explaining their overall experi-
ence during the week and how much they had been impacted 
in only six days. People said that their entire lives had been 
changed because of the people they met in Kentucky and the 
work that they did.  

Every single volunteer spoke and described that they would 
not return home the same person they were when they left, 
and every person thanked me for making the trip happen. It 
was at that moment that the full magnitude of what I had ac-
complished struck me, and I saw how all of my actions over the 
previous months had culminated in a life-changing experience 
for so many different people. This moment showed me just 
how powerful an individual can be because I was able to 
achieve an incredible task simply because I was willing to try.  

Seeing the impression that my trip left on the volunteers and 
the community of Lewis County made me recognize that I had 
succeeded in achieving much more than just a Senior Project. 

 – Eliza DeCubellis 

Eliza DeCubellis (at center front) is pictured with her parents, Meg (at far left) and John (standing behind Eliza), 
along with Fr. Matthew Glover and the 19 other volunteers who worked at Glen Mary Farm in Lewis, Kentucky. 
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‘It was the best of times… it was the worst of times.’  
t was a day that I had been dreaming about since I was 
a child. I had completed four marathons but my times 
were not fast enough to qualify for the Boston Mara-

thon. I was fortunate enough to receive an entry through my 
running club and the day I received it, I let out a joyful scream 
that resonated throughout my office. 

The training plan went remarkably well. The actual running 
of the marathon was intended to be a celebration for all who 
helped me including the many parishioners at Christ the King 
Parish, my partner and office staff, 
my running friends and most impor-
tantly my family. 

April 15 was practically perfect by 
running standards. My wife, Lynne, 
insisted on driving me to the bus pick
-up area in Saunderstown at 6 a.m. 
We saw a beautiful sunrise with so 
many colors as I tried to temper my 
excitement thinking about the event. 
Lynne wished me good luck, we 
shared a hug and a kiss and we said 
we would see each other at the finish 
line. 

The excitement was building as I 
talked to other runners on the bus as 
they shared their stories about previ-
ous Boston Marathons. I walked 
around the athletes village and was 
humbled to be in the presence of 
such world-renowned runners. My 
wave was scheduled to start at 
10:40, so at 10:15 I began the 0.7 
mile walk from the village to the 
starting line located in the small, 
quaint town of Hopkinton. I was not 
nervous as I had put all the time and 
effort into training and felt ready for the 26.2 miles ahead of 
me. I was just so happy to be a part of this world event! 

The first 10 miles went by pretty quickly as I ran at a very 
comfortable pace. The support along the course was second to 
none as the volunteers and fans offered encouragement and 
various supplies such as water, orange slices, ice and cold 
sponges. Then I hit the noise tunnel at Wellesley College where 
the college girls offered boisterous cheers and had very crea-
tive signs! At the halfway point in Wellesley, I stopped to chat 
with my office staff thanking them for putting up with me over 
the past six months of training. 

My next stop was at mile 20 just before the start of Heart-
break Hill as I chatted with family and posed for some pictures. 
My leg started to bother me but I was determined that nothing 
was going to stop me from completing my first Boston!  

Three miles later I could see the Citgo sign in the distance 
and I knew that I was getting close. One of my running buddies 
and his wife met me at Mile 25 and I stopped and chatted with 
them for a bit before continuing on to Kenmore Square and 
Commonwealth Avenue. The noise was deafening as I passed 

under Massachusetts Avenue and 
made a right onto Hereford Street, 
ever so close to the finish line. I 
thought to myself, “Another left and 
then a quarter mile to the finish.” 

    And then it all changed. Patriots 
Day and Marathon Monday were 
forever changed by a senseless act. I 
was halfway up Hereford Street 
when I heard and felt the first explo-
sion. It startled me and I had a hard 
time processing what I had just ex-
perienced. What was it?  

     I thought that maybe it was a car 
accident, but I kept running. Then as I 
approached Boylston Street the sec-
ond bomb was detonated. Oh my 
God! There was smoke and people 
running away from the finish. Imme-
diately, Boston police and fire offi-
cers shut down the race and I could 
go no farther. What just happened? 
Can I finish the race?  

Then reality kicked in… Where was 
my family? Where were Lynne and 
our son, Matt, and how close were 

they to the explosions? I had to find a way to contact them. I 
started to make my way around the Prudential building en-
countering police officers who detoured me to another route. A 
kind young lady asked if I wanted to borrow her phone and I 
tried to call Lynne only to discover all cell service had been shut 
off for precautionary reasons. It seemed like an eternity but I 
finally negotiated my way to an area near the Boston Public 
Garden where my belongings had been transported from the 
start village. I retrieved my phone from my bag and a text mes-
sage was waiting for me. “Dad, we are ok. We are waiting for 
you at Copley Place.” I broke down and sobbed uncontrollably 
as I resumed my quest to find my family. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Discovering the nobility of service 

Fifteen minutes later, we 
were reunited. After almost 
being tackled by Matt, we all 
shared a good cry and 
hugged each other as tight as 
we could. It had been the 
longest hour in my life – from 
the moment the bombs were 
detonated to the moment I 
was reunited with my family. 
Fortunately, we were across 
the street from the Back Bay  
station and hopped on the 
4:05 p.m. train back to 
Wickford. 

There were so many good 
things about the day and it 
was going to be a celebration 
for many people. It ended up 
being a celebration of life! 
How do you explain an inex-
plicable act?  

I guess there will always 
be evil in the world, but 
there will also be an infinite 
amount of good. What took 
place after the bombings 
showed me that good will 
always overcome evil. First 
responders, unknown by-
standers and the many vol-
unteers who put their lives in 
jeopardy by running toward 
the blast sites to aid and save 
many lives will be the mem-
ory that stands out the most 
for me.  

The Eyes and Hands of 
Christ were busy that day. I 
thank God every day for the 
blessings that He has be-
stowed on me. 

 – Frank Pazienza 

(Continued from page 6) 

Boston  
Marathon 
experience... 

am sixteen years old, and have 
been coming to Christ the King 
Church for as long as I can remem-

ber, and the one lesson that has really stuck 
with me is a message of service. The giving 
of your time, talent and treasure to help 
others really resonates with me, mostly 
because I feel that it is one of the most im-
portant things we as Catholics are called to 
do. Recently, I was able to see the message 
of service emphasized in 
a very unlikely place, 
and it gave me a whole 
new understanding and 
appreciation for what it 
really means to serve 
others. 

Earlier this year, I was 
chosen to represent the 
state of Rhode Island 
along with another 
Rhode Island high school 
student at the United 
States Senate Youth 
Program in Washington, 
D.C. The trip took place 
in the beginning of 
March, and I can easily 
say that it was one of 
the best experiences of 
my life.  

While in Washington, I was able to meet 
and spend a week with two students from 
every state in the nation, hear from multiple 
Senators, Supreme Court Justice Elena Ka-
gan, members of the State Department in-
cluding Secretary of State John Kerry, mem-
bers of the military and, best of all in my 
opinion, the President of the United States 
of America. 

Before I started the week, I wasn’t sure 
what it would bring. I thought I would meet 
over-achieving, politician wannabes, and 
hear from some important people telling 
our group how great it is to be involved in 
politics. I couldn’t have been more wrong. 
Every person I met was kind, funny, intelli-
gent, eloquent, and made me think in a 

whole new way. I learned to keep my mind 
open to the opinions of others, and how to 
stand my ground on issues in which I believe 
strongly. I’m a whole different person now 
because of the interactions I had with every 
sort of different person under the sun that 
week. 

One thing that really stood out to me, 
though, was the emphasis on public service. 
Nancy Erickson, the Secretary of the Senate, 

put it best. She said that 
everyone should under-
stand “the nobility of 
public service.” Through-
out the week, this idea, 
the nobility and impor-
tance of public service, 
was a huge theme.  

     Public service IS no-
ble. It is putting aside 
your personal pleasure 
and ease for others, an 
act of noble self-
sacrifice. I learned that 
service doesn’t have to 
be only volunteering at a 
food pantry, or holding a 
bake sale for cancer. It 
can take the form of any-
thing that helps others, 
either through leader-

ship, or even being a senator! 

President Obama told our group, “Don’t 
try to be something. Try to do something.” 
That week, I learned what public service 
could be, how to keep my mind open to the 
opinions of others, and how truly to use 
service to do something good for others for 
the sake of it, not just to look good.  

I am very lucky to have been raised in a 
faith community where we are taught the 
importance of serving others, and I am 
equally lucky to have experienced yet an-
other way to give to others, modeled to me 
by the dedicated leaders and military in our 
country. 

 – Bridget Hall 

 

 

Bridget Hall 
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Couple finds mentoring commitment rewarding  

ongtime Christ the King parishioners Bob and Laurie 
Ruth have been attending the Easter Vigil liturgy for 
about 27 years, almost as long as they have been at-

tending CTK. Laurie has always been amazed and touched to 
see so many adults come forward each year to be baptized into 
the Catholic faith or to complete their sacraments as part of the 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults process.  

Although she often wished to be part of this experience, she 
didn’t think she could, since she didn’t know anyone who 

wanted to partici-
pate in RCIA. She 
assumed each can-
didate knew some-
one to sponsor 
them, and didn’t 
realize some start 
the program with-
out a family mem-
ber or friend to be 
there for them.  

    Two years ago, 
when Nancy Dren-
nan knew of a 
young college stu-
dent in need of a 
sponsor, she called 
Laurie, thinking she 
would be a good 
match, given some 
shared interests. 

Laurie said “yes,” without hesitating. After saying yes, Nancy 
reminded Laurie of the need to commit to the weekly meet-
ings, and to make herself available at other times as well. But 
Laurie says, “Anyone who has been part of the RCIA program 
will probably tell you the same thing… the time goes quickly 
and with each week, the group grows closer… the commitment 
becomes a gift back to you.” 

During that first year, Laurie shared her experiences with her 
husband, Bob, and he got to know her candidate, Kim, as well. 
When last year’s stewardship weekend came along, Bob knew 
he wanted to be a part of this special program, and joined. The 
need for sponsors was not as great as in past years, so he and 
Laurie ended up co-sponsoring Sara, a busy working mother of 
three. Laurie says, “Being a sponsor in RCIA allows you the op-
portunity to reflect on your own faith beliefs, while supporting 
other adults who are making a choice to come into, or back to, 
the Catholic Church. You don’t need to be an ‘expert’ to be a 
sponsor… you just have to be willing to listen and share.” 

Besides RCIA, Bob recently completed the Stephen Ministry 
training program. He has been a member of the Parish Council, 
including one year as president. In the past, he and Laurie have 
both been on the Liturgy Committee, and they continue to 
serve as Eucharistic Ministers, as they have done for many 
years. Volunteering has always been a part of their lives. In re-
cent years, Laurie was a mentor in the elementary school near 
her office, and Bob is currently helping people financially im-
pacted by Hurricane Sandy in a program called Operation Hope.  

For the Ruths, it’s obvious that stewardship is a way of life – 
not only at CTK, but in the world around them. 

– Elise Hedglen 

 

 

hrist the King Parish would like to extend many thanks to Kathye and 
Peter Smith, who were awarded the Mary E. Bristow Award this year. 
They have been members of CTK since 2000 and both have served as 

Eucharistic Ministers for multiple terms.  

Pete has shared his time and talent as a mentor at Providence College, a mem-
ber of the Parish Council, Past President of the Parish Council and Stewardship 
Council. Kathye serves on the Hospitality and Bereavement committees, and pre-
viously served on the Social Action Committee and Pictorial Committee. Kathye 
shares her time and talents with civic organizations in Newport and has been the 
Editor of our Parish Mustard Seed for many years teaching those who work with 
her the value of Stewardship. 

The first annual Mary E. Bristow Stewardship Award was presented in 1991. It 
is awarded to a person, couple or family who exemplifies lived stewardship in our 
community of faith. 

2013 Bristow Award recipients 

Peter and Kathye Smith 

Laurie and Bob Ruth 
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Retirement is a new chapter in life 

hen thinking of his retirement, Joe Creedon’s 
greatest concern was that for the first time in his 
life, he would not be part of a faith community.  

After nine months of retirement, that concern has 
become a reality. During the last few months Joe has, 
however, been able to continue with his priestly minis-
try, the part of the priesthood that has always been the 
most fulfilling for him, by presiding at funerals, weddings 
and daily Masses and has 
assisted at Sunday liturgies at 
various parishes throughout 
the diocese. No longer re-
sponsible for administering 
to the never-ending needs 
and duties of a pastor, Joe is 
experiencing a new sense of 
freedom to enjoy his friends 
and hobbies. He still consid-
ers Thursday to be his day off 
and enjoys his long-standing 
custom of breakfast with old 
and dear friends each week.  

More recently he seems to 
have started what he is be-
ginning to call a lunch minis-
try, a time when he can also 
visit friends. One of his first 
surprises in retirement was 
when, after writing thank 
you notes for gifts he had 
received upon retirement, he 
realized he had no stamps. 
He had not purchased stamps in a long time since there 
was a stamp machine at the rectory and he had lost track 
of their cost or whether to purchase them in sheets or in 
rolls. 

Parishioners who had constantly looked forward to 
Joe’s thoughtful, challenging weekly Ponderings and his 
always inspirational homilies will be pleased to know 
that he has completed the first seven chapters of a ten-
chapter book about one of his favorite subjects –
Stewardship. No date for publication has been set as yet, 
however it could be in the spring of 2014. Although Joe 
no longer reads as many professional publications as he 
did while he was pastor, he does still read America 
magazine as well as a British magazine called Tablet. He  
also has resumed reading books about Vatican II. Of 
course he still enjoys mystery novels by James Patterson 

as well those written by Lisa Gardner who frequently 
mentions Rhode Island in her novels. 

Joe has always enjoyed cooking and still cooks daily, 
sometimes preparing a meal to feed four or more and 
after enjoying the dinner meal, freezes the leftover por-
tions. Some of his favorite dishes are stuffed pork roast 
tenderloin, veal marsala and, at present, he is experi-
menting with crab cakes. 

     Joe was not able to spend 
much time last summer play-
ing golf or traveling due to 
time spent making his home 
in Narragansett more perma-
nent, writing thank you notes 
and attending to the necessi-
ties of transitioning to retire-
ment. Because he was fre-
quently invited to speak to 
parishes about stewardship, 
however, he visited many 
areas where he had never 
been before, such as Lafay-
ette, Louisiana and Rock Hill, 
South Carolina. 

     Joe has been pleased with 
the positive publicity given to 
our new Pope, Francis, and 
also likes the Bishop of 
Rome’s simple approach to 
liturgy. He is anxiously wait-
ing to see who will be ap-

pointed to the Curia. Joe indicated that Father Jared has 
been gracious and welcoming to him throughout the 
period of change and feels that he is a prudent pastor. 
Joe also continues as chaplain to the Rhode Island State 
Police. 

On Easter Sunday morning Joe presided at the early 
liturgy and was overwhelmed by the outpouring of love 
and support from those in (standing room only) atten-
dance. He was comfortable being back at Christ the King 
where he had served for so many years. On this wonder-
ful morning when we celebrated the Resurrection of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, Joe finally knew that Christ the King 
was and will always be his spiritual home. We all hope 
that Joe will visit again soon and pray that his retirement 
will be filled with peace and joy. 

 – Margaret Riley 

Joe Creedon 

 

 



A Community of Faith 

n January 26, the confirmation Phase II students par-
ticipated in a retreat, which had as its theme Tom 
Kendzia’s song “The Eyes and Hands of Christ.” Several 

opportunities were presented to these soon-to-be-confirmed 
students, and many not only answered the call, but did so joy-
fully: putting their time and talent to use to enrich their own 
faith and that of our parish – especially at the 8 p.m. Sunday 
Mass.   

The opportunity presented was to worship God through mu-
sic. Students sang or played their instruments for the Holy 
Thursday Mass and for one or more Masses on Easter Sunday. 
Carlos Aldrete and Bethany Lindeblad went a step further, join-
ing our choir for Thursday evening rehearsals and participating 
in other liturgies during Holy Week.  

For the six remaining weeks of Easter, this group of students 
faithfully led the assembly at Mass, despite an active calendar. 
Bethany said, “Outside of church I sing in North Kingstown High 
School's concert choir, study flute privately, and will be joining 
the senior jazz band and symphonic band at NK on the saxo-
phone. I participated in All-State as a soprano in the choir, and I 
also participate in events such as our school's musical, Solo & 
Ensemble and Music Institute at Rhode Island College. 

“I decided to be involved in music at the 8 p.m. Mass be-
cause I had already been singing with the choir since Christmas 
when the opportunity arose, and it sounded like so much fun to 

continue with other people my age. Singing at the 8 p.m. Mass 
was a wonderful experience. Andrea did a fantastic job putting 
us together and provided us with great opportunities, such as 
participating in the Easter Mass. Being part of the music minis-
try allows us to enrich our faith and develop a deeper connec-
tion to the church and community.” (Bethany was our cantor 
for the 11:35 Easter liturgy.) 

Peter Bucci is a junior at South Kingstown High School, a 
member of the vocal jazz ensemble eSKape, and has performed 
in the SKHS drama program and the Contemporary Theater. 
Peter made his confirmation last year, and cantored the psalm 
for this year’s confirmation service.  

Our bass guitar player, Ben Lee, came forward just a few 
weeks before Easter, and was “baptized by fire” when the first 
song he rehearsed was the key-changing “Lord of the Dance.” 
He played it well, and thankfully, he came back! “I joined be-
cause I wanted to become more involved with the parish, and I 
wanted to get out and play bass with more people,” he said. 
Ben sings in Narragansett High School’s chorus, where he is a 
senior, and plays saxophone in the concert and jazz bands. 

Now that the 8 p.m. Mass has ended for the summer, look 
for these young musicians to possibly make an appearance as 
musical entertainment for the parish picnic, or in our Kingdom 
Rock Band for Vacation Bible School in August! 

 – Andrea Theroux 

Becoming the eyes and hands … and voice of Christ  
 

Seated (left to right) are Carlos Aldrete, Bethany Lindeblad, URI student Maureen Hayden, Peter Bucci, 
URI students Mary Grande and Mike. Standing (left to right) are Ben Lee, bass, Steig Lindeblad, drums; 
Hannah Baxter, viola; Nate Ackermann, trumpet; Alexa Pagliaro, oboe; Andrea Theroux, piano; Megan 
Costaregni, flute; and Zoe Pagliaro, flute.  
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Jackson Borge 
Matthew Brock 
Luke Campbell 
Aria Carnevale 
Brooke Chelo 
Anna Coutu 
Emma Crump 
Liliana D’Alfonso 
Molly Donnellan 

Joseph Duggan 
Lauren Fewlass 
Sophia Fogarty 
Grace Frank 
Andrew Gibbons 
Kiernan Gleason 
Camryn Glenn 
Ryan Glenn 
Daniel Goba 

Ana Grossi 
Ava Grossi 
Olivia Kay 
Nicholas Krajewski 
Matthew Lennon 
Zoe Lockwood 
Daniel Macari 
Grace MacKrell 
Danica Mason 

Tanner Mitchell 
Cailin Murphy 
Mitchell O’Rourke 
Ruby Paquette 
Adam Pelletier 
Christian Pereira 
Cole Perry 
Jack Pezza 
Maryna Pezzullo 

Tyler Rielly 
Bridget Robenhy-
mer 
Ruth Rousseau 
Brady Ryan 
Mia Saracino 
Abigail Schubert 
Matthew Schubert 
Angelo Simone 

Kyla Speredelozzi 
Lily Stuart 
Allison Vomaska 
Joseph Walsh 
Zackary Walsh 
Nathan Ward 
Mary Whaley 

Pictured standing (left to right) 
are Leo Fox, Maryann Crellin, 

Brenda Tougas, Alicia Lardaro, 
and Andrea Heineman; seated 

is Marybeth Caldarone. 

Annual  
Appreciation 

Reception  

We congratulate the children who received  
First Communion during the Easter season  

Mark your calendar – upcoming events 
June 23 Parish Picnic – following 11 a.m. Mass with games and activities  

July 8 Lake Compounce – Bristol, Conn. Bus leaves church 9 a.m. and returns  
at 9 p.m. $25 per person, includes coach bus transportation and all-day 
admission to the amusement park & water park! Fun for all ages! 

July 14 Parish Blood Drive – 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in parish hall 

July 15 to 19 Vacation Bible School (Part I) –  9:30 a.m. to noon for grades K-5 

Aug. 3 & 4 Back to School Backpack Collection  

Aug. 19 to 23 Vacation Bible School (Part II) “Kingdom Rock” –  8:30 to 11:30 a.m. for  grades K-6 (ages 5-10) 

Sept. 7 & 8 Stewardship Weekend 

Oct. 17 Confirmation – 7 p.m. with the Most Rev. Robert C. Evans, Auxiliary Bishop, Diocese of Providence 



Non-Profit Org. 

US Postage 

PAID 
West Kingston, RI 

Permit No. 1 

Newsletter of Christ the King Parish 

180 Old North Road 

Kingston, RI 02881 

Mustard Seed 

 

 

A TIME TO BE B O R N    –      BAPTISMS  

A TIME TO DIE  –  DEATHS  

Joseph Lagana 

To everything there is a season and a time  

  for every purpose under heaven . 
         – Ecclesiastes 3:11 

A TIME TO LOVE  –     

NEW  PARISHIONER S 

Ms. Ashley Clarke and Mr. Jeb Barnes 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Brayer 

Ms. Erin Conley and Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Hart 

Ms. Bethany Packer and Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Jackvony 

Ms. Lianna Lombardo 

Mr. Paul Rendine 

Ms. Lorraine Schwartz 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Zizza 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carr 

Mrs. Heidi Petrone and Family 

Ms. Caroline Coughlin 

Mr. and Mrs. John Murphy 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Grosso and Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Derek Wessman and Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Murphy and Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Parmalee and Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Wojciechowski and Family 

Mr. J.P. Ferragamo and Ms. Stephanie McCurdy 

Dominic Mastrangelo Dorothy McDavitt 

Robert Grace Dale Mollica  

Mia Clare Saracino, daughter of Steven and Patricia Saracino 

Delia Lockwood, daughter of David and Lea Lockwood 

Zoe Lockwood, daughter of David and Lea Lockwood 

Emma Louise Palm, daughter of Andrew and Marissa Palm 

Meghan Lorraine Gauthier, daughter of Richard and Karen Gauthier 

Michael Anthony McDonald, son of Michael and Tina McDonald 

Jillian Abigail Coutu, daughter of Justin and Sarah Coutu 

Ethan Christopher Sanzen, son of Mark and Kelley Sanzen 


