
n the early 1990s, in an at-
tempt to further the steward-

ship commitment of Christ the 
King parish, it was decided to 

identify an urban parish with 
which to develop a “sister” relationship. 
The model was different from that used 
by other parishes that had “adopted” 
less advantaged parishes. This relation-
ship was to be more symbiotic, with 
each parish benefiting from its associa-
tion with the other. To that end, then 
Pastor Joe Creedon asked a group of 
parishioners to visit four urban parishes 
and to meet with their pastors and par-
ish councils. As a result of visits to three 
parishes in Providence and one in Cen-
tral Falls, Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary parish on Potters Avenue in 
South Providence was selected as our 
“sister” parish. At the time, Fr. Joe re-
marked that parishioners at Christ the 
King have the luxury of being organized; 
those at Assumption have the problem 
of surviving. 

Assumption parish is a well-established church in South 
Providence. It presently serves about 500 families. Many other 
families attend the church but for personal reasons choose not 
to register. Its current population is largely Hispanic, with 
smaller numbers of black and Asian parishioners. The parish 
used to operate its own school but has not done so for many 
years.  

At the outset, personnel and parishioners from both par-
ishes met regularly. Out of those meetings, several activities 
developed or were enhanced. The largest of these joint ven-
tures is a food distribution program for the needy. There are 
also pulpit exchanges, joint Confirmation retreats each year, 
and the Fall Concert at CTK, which is the major fundraiser for 
the food distribution program.  

As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them in loving  
justice with others and return them with increase to the Lord. — Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response 
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Sr. Clara Barris, CP, Eileen Luyando, Waheed Shekoni Sr. and Angela Daniels, CP 
of Assumption Parish with Bill San Antonio of Christ the King Parish pictured 
with donations at the Assumption Food Pantry in Providence. 

 

For many years, Assumption had been providing food to 
needy members of the church. In the early years, the needy 
would be provided with vouchers they could take to the 
supermarkets. As more and more people needed this ser-
vice, the voucher system became unwieldy. The church 
identified a part-time program director to determine eligi-
bility and  to solicit, purchase and distribute food. This ef-
fort was expanded over the years and now serves anyone in 
need of food in the South Providence area. The Assumption 
food distribution program is open twice a month although 
emergency distributions are made whenever needed. Sr. 
Angela, a sister of the Cross and Passion, leads this pro-
gram. She has been at Assumption Parish for 40 years.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Do Not Follow Jesus! 
 ach year, the Gos-
pel account of Je-
sus’ temptation in 

the desert is proclaimed 
during the first Sunday 
Mass of the season of Lent. 
The story is found in the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke. Jesus subjected 
himself to the temptations 
of Satan in the desert for a 
period of forty days. St. 
Luke tells us about three of 
those temptations in his 
Gospel, and he goes on to 
say that when Satan had 

finished them, he left Jesus, and waited for even more op-
portunities to tempt him. That experience is not for us – it’s 
only for our master. Only Jesus has the fortitude to face Sa-
tan. Only Jesus has the courage and perseverance and 
strength to resist the temptations of the devil and do what 
he did for those forty days. We are not so strong. We are 
called not to follow Jesus into the desert of temptation. 

 We know this already. Every time we pray the Our Fa-
ther, we say, “Lead us not into temptation...” When we pray 
the Act of Contrition, we firmly resolve to avoid the near 

occasion of sin; to avoid whatever leads us to sin. How often 
we fail at that. There are situations, thoughts, behaviors and 
denials from which no good can come, yet we entertain 
them; we enter into them anyway, weakening ourselves and 
our relationship with God in the process. 

 To “avoid the near occasion of sin” is our Lenten calling. 
It means removing ourselves from those situations that lead 
us into sin. It means cutting out – from our homes, our rela-
tionships, our plans, our thoughts – that which tempts us to 
sin and finding constructive, healthy, life-giving things to do 
with our time. 

 The Spirit led Jesus into the desert so that he could prove 
himself by defeating Satan in this battle of temptation. At 
the same time, the Spirit leads us out of the desert of temp-
tation. And, when temptation tries to enter us, we are called 
to remember who won the battle in the desert: it was Jesus! 
We choose him! We follow him, we follow the Spirit! We 
have the power to make that choice. Saint Francis de Sales 
once said, “Let the enemy rage at the gate, let him knock, let 
him cry, let him howl, let him do worse; we know for certain 
that he cannot enter except by the door of our consent.” 
The discipline of Lent helps us to keep that door closed until 
the One who conquers death and rises from the dead comes 
and knocks! It prepares us to give the Easter response: 
“Enter, Lord! In all your risen glory!” 

 –  Fr. Jared 

  

Christ the King parish is the major, but not the only, 
source of food for this program. CTK parishioners donate 
food weekly. A special collection of canned goods also oc-
curs during the weekend of the Epiphany. All the food col-
lected at CTK is delivered to Assumption by a cadre of dedi-
cated Christ the King parishioners. Once or twice a month 
Heather Signorelli and Louise Hynes travel to Assumption 
where they pack bags of food and distribute them to the 
clients. 

Four or five other parishes in the State provide some food 
to the Assumption program and additional food is purchased 
from the Rhode Island Food Bank and from discount houses 
in the area with cash donated to the program. Bags are 
made up containing items such as tuna fish, pasta, peanut 
butter and other non-perishable items. Assumption has no 
facilities for the storage of perishable items. Each client is 

eligible to receive one bag of food twice a month. A bag con-
tains enough food for about four meals. On any day that the 
pantry is open, about 200 people are provided with food. 
Many of those are single mothers with young children and 
many others are elderly. 

In addition to donating food to Assumption Parish, Christ 
the King donates the proceeds from the annual concert to 
Assumption. These funds enable them to purchase addi-
tional food from the Rhode Island Food Bank and other dis-
count stores. Sr. Angela also seeks grants from various non-
profits to support the program. 

Sr. Angela says that during the recent economic downturn 
the number of needy has increased significantly, and she 
worries each month that they will not have enough food to 
meet their needs. But “God is good,” says Sr. Angela and 
each month the program is able to meet the needs of those 
who come to Assumption for help. In fact, this past holiday 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION 

he Parish Activities Committee  
sponsored a wine tasting Jan. 12 
with about 160 parishioners and 

guests of CTK in attendance, some trav-
elling all the way from Bristol! 

Wines from the Pacific West Coast  
Region, including Washington and Ore-

gon were 
s a m p l e d . 
This region is quite diverse for the 
production of wine and the event 
proved to be both fun and educa-
tional. The wines were selected by 
parishioner Vinnie Vento and sup-
plied by yet another parishioner, 
Peter DelGuidice. 

    Adding to the festive Christmas 
decorations were lights with hang-
ing grapes and beautiful bouquets 
of flowers. The high-top tables set 
around the hall were lit with small 
votive candles creating a casual 
and relaxing atmosphere. Music  

Parish Activities 
Committee  

Wine Tasting 
 

season, including Thanksgiving and Christmas, the food pan-
try provided food to 1,359 families or 3,396 individual peo-
ple. She is so grateful for the generosity of CTK parishioners 
and others who contribute to their program.  

In addition to the food pantry program, for the past sev-
eral years, the young people in the confirmation classes at 
both parishes have been getting together for an annual re-
treat. Fr. Creedon described the scene. “As the young peo-
ple from each parish gather in the morning, there are sepa-
rate groups of kids on each side of the room. As the day pro-
gresses the separate groups begin to merge. By lunch time 
there is much mingling of the groups and by the end of the 
day there is only one large group of young people engaged 
together in the activities and reflections of the retreat.”  

The Fall Concert, put on by CTK choir members and sup-
plemented with nationally known musicians to celebrate the 
Feast of Christ the King, is much anticipated each year. The 
concert raises several thousand dollars yearly and the net 
proceeds go to Assumption parish for the food distribution 
program. 

Many parishioners at CTK join in the stewardship program 
with Assumption Parish in a variety of ways. Some contrib-
ute time and effort each month in delivery and distributing 
food on site, others contribute food throughout the year 
and others support the concert fundraising. Still others con-
tribute as participants or teachers in the annual Confirma-
tion retreat. All of these activities are geared toward carry-
ing out God’s will and our parish mission that we become 
the eyes and hands of Christ to help our neighbors in need.   

–  Lee DeLucia 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Frank LiVolsi plays piano. 

added to the ambiance with piano player Frank LiVolsi en-
tertaining the crowd. 

A beautiful table including meats, veggies, dips and fruit 
was prepared by Jaclyn Moretti with help from her sister, 
Talia. The members of the Parish Activities committee and 
their families spent hours preparing, cutting and arranging 
all the delicious food. Also during the evening’s festivities, 
the committee held a small raffle with proceeds to benefit 
the youth ministry program. Much appreciated donations 
came from Kingstown Liquor, Dave’s Market, Belmont Mar-
ket, Dunkin Donuts and Dick’s World of Wines.  

A good time was had by all ... one or two ounces at a 
time. 

 –  Edie DeCesare 

 

CTK parishioners Heather Signorelli, Margaret Riley, Michelle Saslow,  
John and Elva Kanakry and Louise Hynes gather at one of the high-top  

tables set around the hall  during the wine tasting event held Jan. 12. 
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Elephant Bowling & Skittles … but no Monopoly  

hen one mentions game night – visions of Password, 
Jeopardy and Monopoly come to mind. Not so, 
when you are planning with Fr. Jared – he has a 

much broader concept of family fun. On Thanksgiving week-
end we gathered, old and young, grandparents, parents and 
kids and did things you see only on TV. How about elephant 
bowling – with a grandmother? (That’s when you place a 
pair of pantyhose on your head with a tennis ball in one leg 
and try to knock over cups). Elva Kanakry can do it! 

Helen Douglas and her mother know how to race across a 
room carrying an empty soda can on a piece of spaghetti – 
but Joe Muhitch and Jim Clark can do it better! Jen Sisco can 
move cotton balls with whipped cream on her nose quite 

well – and Hannah Rae does a great job with finding where 
the different colored skittles go! 

Mr. Jung can balance three tennis balls on a table – really, 
he can! 

Fr. Jared is a great music mixer and loves nothing better 
than good competition. 

But when there is another family night, I want to be on 
either Sharon Dziekan or Michelle Saslow’s team because 
both women are the best team leaders around. So the next 
time we advertise game night – come one come all and have 
some great fun, lots of laughs and learn some clever skills 
that will amaze your friends! 

–  Georgann Lardaro 

riests are blessed with many 
graces and talents – piety, 
preaching, dancing. Dancing? 

Who knew? On the evening of Jan. 19, 
four local pastors put their best foot 
forward to participate in “Dancing with 
the Priests,” a fundraiser held at St. 
Elizabeth Parish in Bristol, the former 
parish of our pastor, Fr. Jared. 

Not one to let the fact that he had 
recently returned from a mission trip to 
Nicaragua, which curtailed his rehearsal 
time compared to the other priests’ 
“weeks of training”  with Lincoln-based 
Studio One Rhode Island, Father Mat-
thew Glover of the URI Catholic Center 

wowed the crowd with a lively disco 
from “Saturday Night Fever” and a  
spirited two-step  to “The Long Lean 
Man from Texas.” 

In the end, the first place award went 
to St. Elizabeth pastor Father Richard 
Narcisco with Father Victor Silva garner-
ing second place, Father Glover taking 
home third and Father Barry Gamache  
fourth. 

Father Narcisco said he wanted 
“something different, something that 
would show priests are approachable” 
and that he was pleased with the 
event’s success and funds would be 
used for their annual June festival. 

 

Dancing  
with the Priests 

“Dancing with the Priests” participants Fathers Barry Gamache, Matthew 
Glover,  Victor Silva and Richard Narciso pose with their dance partners  

from Studio One Rhode Island following the competition. 

Catholic Center Chaplain Father 
Matthew Glover dances a spirited 
two-step to “The Long Lean Man 
from Texas.” 
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Traditions … 
Memories of 
Times Past 

hen I originally signed up for the Haunted Labyrinth trip with the church 
in October, I did not know what to expect. It sounded like a great way to 
get kids involved with other children in the parish outside of CCD. I went 

along to see what it was all about. 

It was great to see so many familiar and unfamiliar faces. Father Jared ex-
pressed his enthusiasm for this CYO group-run organization to us on the bus ride. 
The kids and adults talked and enjoyed the bus ride. When we arrived I was very 
impressed at the time and talent put into this haunted labyrinth. The adults and 
youth were all so welcoming and entertaining. We had so much fun, our group 
went through twice. Following the haunted labyrinth was a pizza party down-
stairs. The kids played some great games organized by the CYO and the children 
loved the bag of candy that Fr. Jared shared at the end of the evening. 

Some fun facts about the haunted labyrinth. It has been celebrating for 27 
years. It is a non-profit organization that is run entirely by adult and youth volun-
teers; it started with the goal to encourage leadership and ministry. The haunted 
labyrinth and Rejoice & Hope youth group serve over 143 parish and church 
groups statewide. The adults and kids begin in January discussing what the theme 
will be. They begin construction in July and work all the way up until it opens. It 
was fantastic to see so many people involved. 

I never expected to get so much out of this trip when I signed up. I met so 
many new people in our parish and really enjoyed their company and also caught 
up with some old friends I have not seen in a long time. I would really like to 
thank Fr. Jared for getting the youth involved with fun activities outside of church. 
I really think it was great for our kids to see so many people from other parishes 
so involved and sharing in God’s work. What great memories for these kids and 
the adults. Thanks Fr. Jared! 

–  Jenn Bradley 

group of about 35 excited pa-
rishioners of Christ the King 
headed to Attleboro, Mass. 

during the month of December to visit 
the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
LaSallette. Since December 8, 1953, 
LaSallette has celebrated the Christian 
Festival of Lights from just before 
Thanksgiving to just after Epiphany. 
The more than 350,000 lights enthrall 
all visitors from 5 to 9 p.m. daily. 

There are so many things to see and 
do at the shrine – numerous biblical 
scenes are viewed over the 10 acres of 
land ... the pond where big goldfish 
swim is the backdrop for the rosary ... 
the twenty eight stairs on which many 
kneel as they pray and move toward 
the replica of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
who appeared in 1846 to shepherd 
children in the French Alps. 

Lights are everywhere ... and Christ-
mas music ... the Chapel of Lights 
where one can light a candle in mem-
ory of someone or for a personal re-
quest … the hot chocolate and warm 
apple cider ... the gift shop, where 
browsing is a must ... definitely buy 
the sharing bread, of which you do 
take a chunk and share it with oth-
ers ... the new international creche 
exhibit of nativity scenes from around 
the world ... the display of the face of 
Christ in various artistic media is 
breathtaking ... our time at LaSallette, 
from the softness of the evening to 
the awesomeness of the area with all 
its Christan traditions, allowed all who 
rode in the bus from CTK to remember 
earlier times when things seemed so 
uncomplicated and peaceful. 

–  MaryLou Morrissette 

 

Haunted Labyrinth Trip 

 

     For many years, the parish has offered a unique gift 
to those who mourn. In keeping with the liturgical 
norms of the Catholic church regarding music and lit-
urgy – mainly, that the singing of all who are gathered 
always takes the utmost precedence – Christ the King 
has a choir that helps lead the singing at all funerals.  

While some members are part of the regular choir/music ministry of the par-
ish, this choir is open to anyone who is available during the morning – funerals 
are usually held at 10 a.m. –even if they are not able to commit to other choir 
responsibilities. 

While there are many retired folks who participate in this ministry, both men 
and women, anyone who has a flexible schedule might consider being a part of 
this choir. The presence of a choir at a funeral is a powerful witness to living the 
gospel, stewardship, and providing comfort at a time of loss. We use music that 
is familiar to most people, and rehearse no more than once or twice per year. 

If you are interested in being part of this important ministry, please call the 
parish office at 783-7459 and Tom or Andrea will be in touch with you.  

–  MaryCarol Kendzia 

Funeral  
Choir 
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Hearts In Action Lead to Dominican Republic 

he pilot’s voice came over the speaker, “Send your 
last text and catapult your last angry bird because 
all electronic devices are going to have to be turned 

off soon.” And so we began our departure from the Domini-
can Republic. A short six days ago we arrived as strangers. 

We have since 
made friends, 
found brother 
and sisters in 
Christ, and 
fallen in love 
with the chil-
dren at Hogar 
de Immanuel 
for whom our 
trip was made. 

As I men-
tioned, we ar-
rived in the 
Dominican six 
days ago, but 
our journey 
began quite 
some time ago. 

When my husband and I first started coming to Christ the 
King, one of the things that excited us was Father Matt’s 
passion for missions. In 2004 I founded “Hearts In Action,” a 
non-profit established to reach out to at-risk children and 
their caregivers with the love of Christ. I believe that God 
has called us to put into action that which He has put in our 
hearts, thus the name. My husband, Kevin, and I met with 
Father Matt and shared our hearts and our desire to be used 
by God to reach others. 

This past fall, I met with Father Matt again to share the 
exciting news that I had written a book, Love Through Me, 
and it’s about to be published. I told him that my husband 
and I wanted to partner with Mustard Seed Communities in 
their work and use my book as a funding source for their 
work. He immediately put us in touch with Laura Doherty, 
U.S. executive director, and so our incredible journey began. 

One of the beautiful things about God calling us to be part 
of His mission is that it is both corporate and personal. We 
are all called to work together to share the unconditional, 
saving love of Christ with those in “…Samaria, and Judea and 
to the uttermost parts of the world.” Yet we are also called 
to do so bringing our individual gifts and talents to the table. 

In the past, through Hearts In Action I started an orphanage 
in Sierra Leone. I also went on mission trips to Mississippi 
after Hurricane Katrina as well as to post-earthquake Haiti. 
But mine has always been a “hands on” or what my husband 
would call a “downstream ministry.” Let me explain – if 
there are people getting sick from their water source, I’d be 
one of those caring for and nursing them back to health on 
the shore. My husband, on the other hand, being an 
“upstream thinker” would be trying to figure out what was 
tainting the water in the first place, and then work to fix the 
problem. 

As the Lord spoke to his heart and my husband also be-
came more involved in missions, we searched for that place 
where we both could be used. Last April, along with our son, 
John, we traveled to Guatemala to explore the possibility of 
helping with an organization there. It was a wonderful and 
unique experience for us all. But as we prayed, we felt there 
was something else waiting for us. The very day we met with 
Laura Doherty, we knew we’d found it. After hearing about 
their work in Zimbabwe, Nicaragua, Jamaica and the Domini-
can Republic, we simply asked, “Where do you need us 
most?” I think you know the answer by now – the Domini-
can Republic – which brings us to the present. 

I know it shouldn’t surprise me after all these years of 
following the Lord, but His timing is perfect! My aunt used 
to sing a song, “He may not come when you want Him, but 
He’ll be right on time.” So true! Since I left Haiti a little over 
two years ago, my heart has literally hurt waiting to go back 

(Continued on page 7) 

 

 

Natalie and Kevin Ryan 

Natalie Ryan with children at Hogar de Immanuel in the 
Dominican Republic. 
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to the mission field. But God doesn’t always give us what 
we want. He does, however, give us what we need. Divine 
appointments led us to that day and now not only am I go-
ing, but my husband is going with me. For 31 years we’ve 
ministered together and the Lord is blessing us again with 
this new opportunity. Kevin is a brilliant, talented and car-

ing man and 
while we share 
our faith and 
values, our gifts 
and talents are 
very different. 
What we discov-
ered in the Do-
minican Republic 
is that they need 
us both. How 
awesome is that! 

At Hogar de 
Immanuel, our 
first task will be heading up fund-raising for their expansion 
to accommodate the many special needs children still 
awaiting loving care. Once the construction is under way, 
we will be leading teams of both skilled and unskilled labor-
ers to help. (And make no mistake, holding, rocking and 
loving children are skills He can use!) We hope you’ll look 
forward to announcements on how you can get involved if 
you feel the Lord tugging on your heart. 

Well, before I’m accused of writing another book, I want 
to close with pictures of a few of the children. Please pray 
for them, and us, as we continue to grow in His love. 

“This is true religion, to care for orphans and widows…” 

–  Natalie Ryan 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Franchesca 

Joel and Juan Carlo  

 

Holy Week & Easter Schedule 
March 24 – Passion Sunday 

March 27 – 7 p.m. Parish Reconciliation Service 

March 28 – 7 p.m. Holy Thursday 

March 29 – 3 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
       7 p.m. Good Friday 

March 30 – 8 p.m. Easter Vigil 

March 31 – 7:30, 9, 10:30 & Noon Easter Sunday Mass 
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What is Poverty? 

y name is Erin Hall and I am a freshman at the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island, as well as a life-long mem-
ber of Christ the King parish. 

I recently traveled with 28 fellow missionaries from URI to 
Nicaragua, the second poorest country in the Americas after 
Haiti. We stayed in a Mustard Seed-run orphanage for dis-
abled children in Diriamba and visited its sister orphanage in 
Managua, working around the location and interacting with 
the children. 

Bearing fruit and medicine, we also visited La Chureca, 
the most poverty-stricken area in the entire country – a 
huge garbage dump where more than 2,000 people live and 
which is burdened with terrible gang violence on a daily ba-
sis. 

This type of experience is rare to have as a freshman, but I 
sincerely wanted to go and share my time, talent and treas-
ure with these people. I never imagined what kind of world I 
would be flying into and how my life would be completely 
changed through this trip. 

Driving through the cities we witnessed large families 
crammed into crumbling wooden shacks with corrugated tin 
roofs. Every settlement encased in protective barbed wire or 
broken glass stuck in cement. Children wearing tattered 
clothing pushing broken-down cars down the street or riding 
on top of horse-pulled wagons. Grandparents sitting in rock-

ing chairs outside of what they call a home, calming down 
their tiny, malnourished grandchildren. 

In La Chureca we watched two-year-old twins, their hair 
bleached by severe malnutrition, giggling and chasing each 
other barefoot, gleefully holding an apple in their hands. 
Young girls happily clutching naked Barbie dolls missing vari-
ous arms and legs. Fifteen-year-old girls balancing infants on 
their hips as they posed and smiled for the camera. 

In Managua we played with little girls with Down Syn-
drome, rubbed the 
stomachs of stationary 
boys who suffered from 
Cerebral Palsy, and 
chased small children 
around sandboxes to 
get our sunglasses back. 

In Diriamba we tie-dyed 
bandanas with the 
older children, danced 
under a piñata, and 
played some epic soc-
cer (or as they call it in 
Nicaragua, football) 
games with everyone. 

It was so easy to wit-
ness the tangible pov-
erty of this country all 
across its mountainous 
land. But it was also so 
easy to see the joy and 

unconditional love in these people that we, as Americans, 
consider ‘the poorest of the poor.’ 

I will admit that in the first days of the trip, I was so con-
fused as to my purpose for being in Nicaragua. I saw the 
crumbling buildings and dirt-streaked faces around me and 
thought to myself, What change can I possibly make here? 
There’s so many things that need to be fixed, so many peo-
ple who need our help, why did God bring me here? 

Then, after celebrating Mass in the town of Diriamba with 
the children of the orphanage, I came to look at Nicaragua in 
a whole new perspective. God blessed the people of Nicara-
gua with joy, community and abounding faith. The people 
there may not ‘have much,’ in terms of physical possessions, 
but in other ways their lives are so much richer than our 

(Continued on page 9) 

 

 

Students from URI’s Catholic Center pose with Chaplain Matt Glover for a group photo with  
some of the new friends they made during their January mission trip to Nicaragua. 
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own here in the 
United States. 

Here, we do not 
see our entire 
families every day 
or fully appreciate 
the value of a sup-
porting commu-
nity. Participation 
in the Roman 
Catholic faith has 

been steadily declining since the 1960s, and we are so self-
absorbed with our illusions of tangible wealth we fail to rec-
ognize all the blessings in our daily life. 

In Nicaragua, everything is exactly the opposite. People 
value family and community above all else, and they are 
fully present in every aspect of their day. The Catholic faith 
has been increasing for decades, and an individual’s faith life 
is respected by every citizen of the country. 

In terms of things that actually matter, or should matter, I 
believe that the United States is far more poverty-stricken 
than Nicaragua. 

Nicaragua was 
an incredibly eye-
opening experience 
for me. It broad-
ened my perspec-
tive on the world I 
live in, and gave 
me a greater sense 
of appreciation for 
the ‘liki’ (little) 
things in my daily 
life. 

There’s really no 
way I can summa-
rize this trip and do 
it justice, so I am 
going to end with 
my definition of 
the “Nica Way” of 
life; living the Nica 
Way is to live a full 
and present life; where a hug means more than you could 
ever imagine; a smile can make someone's day; language 
differences mean nothing; and where joy and unconditional 
love abound. 

–  Erin Hall 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Erin Hall with one of the children  
at the Mustard Seed community. 

 

hrist the King is a parish well known for the solid 
foundation it has built on the remarkable ministries 
of stewardship, prayerful liturgy, an inspired music 

ministry and a one-of-a-kind religious formation program. 
The presence of Christ can be felt on so many different lev-
els in our tight-knit faith community, and now we have a 
whole new dimension to our outreach with the transforma-
tion of our newly updated website! 

Parishioner Michael Mitchell, a technology project man-
ager at Bank of America, recently unveiled the new website 
and the parish has been “a buzz” ever since. Mike, his wife, 
Sonia, and their two children, Lexie, 9, and Tanner, 7, have 
been members of CTK since 1999. 

In November, Mike took on a co-webmaster role, joining 
parishioner Ken Andronowitz. As a member of CTK for more 
than 14 years, he made a New Year’s resolution to become 
more involved with the parish website. He approached Fr. 

Jared as the holidays were nearing, suggesting a social me-
dia presence for CTK. “That small overture has led to a long 
technology journey that holds big promises for our church 
for the New Year,” he said. 

 Mike praised the efforts of Andronowitz and others who 
have kept the CTK website running so smoothly alongside 
our growing parish, stating that his goal was to incorporate a 
new content management system to help build out a web 
portal that would act as our new website – a portal to col-
lect and assemble a variety of information including a social 
media presence. 

 The overriding goal of the website makeover was to 
make a “responsive” design that would be tailored for smart 
phones, tablets and desktop computers. Mike envisions the 
website makeover as a multi-phased approach, which he 
hopes will grow with our church community. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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 The benefits to a 
well-organized par-
ish website are 
many. Whether it be 
for first-time visitors 
to our faith commu-
nity, potential pa-
rishioners, ministry 
leaders, those in-
volved in various 
stewardship oppor-
tunities, or even for 
staff members to be 
able to share infor-

mation with parishioners and keep on top of schedules 
themselves, the revamped site will serve to inform and 
keep folks abreast of current happenings through the mas-
ter church calendar, while also allowing them to call up im-
portant information from previous events they might be 
interested in. There is even a blog now, which will be up-
dated weekly by Fr. Jared, Mike and potentially other minis-
try leaders in the parish. 

Mike is also very excited about the social media presence 
that will now be available via the new website. Be sure to 
follow CTK on Twitter, Facebook, Google+, Pinterest and 
YouTube. This portion of the website is in the beginning 
stages, but Mike is looking forward to getting parishioners 
involved in these various outlets so that it can help build a 
platform for some engaging and insightful dialogue that will 
help “brand” CTK for the vibrant faith community that we 
have all come to know and love. 

In addition, hosting a multimedia portal is high on his 
wish list particularly because he is such a fan of the music at 
CTK. “I really want to promote the music, concerts and 
songs that we are so blessed to hear on a weekly basis,” he 
noted. 

 At a minimum, he wants the new site to be as user 
friendly as possible regardless of what platform it’s viewed 
on. A notable feature that was added to the website very 
late in design was the ability to translate the website into 
14 languages with the hopes that the international commu-
nity from the URI student body and faculty can use this fea-
ture. Moreover, our sister parish, Assumption Parish in 
Providence, has a large Spanish-speaking population and 
the translation feature will allow them to view our website 
in Spanish. 

 “I think having a state-o- the-art website certainly shows 
off Christ the King in the best light possible, but it also of-
fers the ability to reach a whole new generation of online 
users that might view Christ the King differently if we can 
offer online information and services that fit their fast-
paced life styles,” explained Mike. 

 “I suspect we haven’t even thought of the potential our 
new site will offer us in the future. That’s the exciting part – 
how will the site change and adapt to our growing and vi-
brant community of faith?” he added. 

  By the grace of God, we as a grateful people who look 
to love and serve the Lord, are looking forward to accompa-
nying Mike on this “new age” journey in awe of how it can 
strengthen the unyielding foundation that has already been 
laid here at CTK. 

 Be sure to visit www.ctkri.org to see the amazing new 
presence on the web. You will not only experience a visually 
pleasing array of graphics and information, some other fea-
tures you will notice are: 

▪ Smart phone/tablet friendly 

▪ News blog 

▪ Multimedia Portal (video, audio, music) 

▪ Seamless integration in 3rd party apps & RSS feeds. 

▪ Google/Outlook/ICS Calendar integration 

▪ Social media integration (Facebook, Twitter, Google+, 
Pinterest, YouTube Channel) 

–  Cheryl L. Butler 

 

(Continued from page 9) 

Website... 

Michael Mitchell 

 

 Did 

You 

Know.. .  

Eva-Marie Mancuso of Saunderstown is 
Governor Chafee’s nominee for chairman 
of the Rhode Island Board of Education, the 
state's new 11-member board that will 
oversee K-12 education and three public 
colleges. Her term will expire Jan. 31, 2016. 
The board replaces the former Board of 

Regents for Elementary and Secondary 
Education and the Board of Governors for 
Higher Education.  

She is also a managing partner with law 
firm Hamel, Waxler, Allen and Collins, with 
offices in Providence and North Kingstown. 

http://www.ctkri.org/
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/News/pr1.asp?prid=8929
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A Career of Achievements … and Firsts 
his is a story about Karen Pinch who along with her 
family has been a parishioner of Christ the King par-
ish for more than 20 years. In the interest of full 

disclosure, I admit that as Karen’s mother I am superlatively 
proud of the per-
son she has be-
come. I was asked 
to write about a 
few of her recent 
career achieve-
ments, but before 
I do, I must point 
out that while I 
am pleased with 
the professional 
recognition she 
has recently gar-
nered, I am even 
more pleased that 
she is a devoted 
wife, a loving 
mother and a per-
fect daughter. 

Karen joined 
the Rhode Island 
State Police 20 years ago. When her class graduated from 
the State Police academy, they swelled the ranks of women 
on the force to 13 out of about 200 officers. She found that 
if you worked hard your efforts were recognized whether 
you were male or female. Over the years, she moved 
through the ranks and was assigned more and more re-
sponsibility. In January 2012 she was promoted to the rank 
of Captain, the first female ever to be promoted to the 
command staff of the Rhode Island State Police. In January 
2013 she was promoted to the rank of Major/Chief Admin-
istrative Officer. She now holds badge number 5. 

Along with these recent promotions, Karen also has been 
recognized by two community organizations. The Southern  
 

New England branch of the American Automobile Associa-
tion selected her as the Rhode Island Traffic Safety Hero for 
2012. At a luncheon in November she was honored for her 
13-year effort to educate more than 400 child passenger 

safety technicians 
statewide. She 
was introduced as 
being responsible 
for “helping to 
protect everyone, 
including, most 
importantly, the 
children in the 
state.” 

In October 2012 
Providence Place 
Mall held a fund-
raiser for five local 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
each of which rec-
ognized one 
woman who had 
been a passionate 
volunteer. Karen 
was selected to be 

the representative for Mothers Against Drunk Driving. She 
was an active board member for MADD for several years 
and was nominated by Gabrielle Abbate, the executive di-
rector, to receive this award. The October fundraiser cele-
brated the five honorees with an awards ceremony that 
detailed their commitment and energy to their  organiza-
tions. Some of you may have seen Karen’s picture in the 
October issue of Rhode Island Monthly magazine spotlight-
ing the event. 

While Karen puts in many long hours with the State Po-
lice, her family knows that they are #1 in her life. Her hus-
band, Steve, and children Ryan, 17, and Emily, 13, are her 
biggest cheerleaders. 

–  Lee DeLucia 

Major Karen Pinch is pictured following her promotion ceremony with her  
husband, Steve, daughter Emily, son Ryan and parents Lee and Ken DeLucia. 

 

 

 Did 

You 

Know.. .  

Mary Sullivan, R.N., Ph.D. of Richmond has 
been named Interim Dean of the College of 
Nursing at the University of Rhode Island. 
She has also served as the director of 
graduate education in the College of Nurs-

ing. She is internationally renowned for her 
research on premature infants’ develop-
ment and has overseen the longest-running 
U.S. study of premature infants from birth 
into adulthood. 
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To everything there is a season and a time  
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