
                   

ighty-nine young women and men were confirmed 
by Bishop Thomas J. Tobin, here at Christ the King 
on the morning of Saturday, May 7. This sacramen-

tal celebration was the culmination of a two-year journey 
in which the Confirmandi each participated in two re-
treats, completed 30 hours of stewardship projects, en-
gaged in classroom and small group discussions on a vari-
ety of subjects, and of course participated in worship 
with the faith community. 

Most of the class agreed that the biggest impact on 
their preparation was their stewardship time. Here they 
felt that they truly made a difference. Many taught in 
Vacation Bible school, or in the Religious Formation pro-
gram. Others were stewards at parish events such as the 
harvest supper, Advent wreath workshop or the Souper 
Bowl supper.  

All students completed their required hours, but some 
went far beyond what was required and worked in the 

community as well. Bridget Skerry, Kathleen Rafanelli 
and Pat Corso worked a summer at Ocean State soccer 
camp. Danielle Millick was a junior counselor at the 
YMCA camp. Kendal Feaster did her hours at Woman and 
Infants Hospital, and Abby Greene coordinated meals for 
Welcome House. 

Ashley Ginda was a peer math tutor at Coventry High 
School. Alex Perrault and Devyn and Brandon 
Hildebrandt worked in nursing homes. Many of these 
students doubled or tripled the hours that were required 
for Confirmation. 

   But whether the hours were 15 or 30 or 120, each  
student followed their heart and lived their faith. We  
are truly blessed to have them as members of our  
community. 

– Georgann Lardaro 
Assistant Director of Religious Formation 

Confirmation Coordinator  
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Mustard Seed 

As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them in loving  
justice with others and return them with increase to the Lord. — Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response 

Living  

Our  

Faith… 

Following  

Our  

Hearts 
Students gather to process 
into church to receive the 

Sacrament of Confirmation. 



hen I was growing up in 
Cranston, there was a lit-
tle Protestant church that 

I would go by every day. It 
seems that I have enjoyed read-
ing church signs since I was a 
little boy. I remember reading 
that this church was closed for 
July and August. I rode my bike 
home as quickly as I could, and 
asked my mother how a church 
could be closed for the summer. 

The answer she gave me then would be terribly non-
ecumenical today, but it did not seem odd back then. 
She said, without any malice, “They are a bit strange.” 

Catholic churches, as we all know, don’t close for the 
summer. Unfortunately, however, there seem to be a 
growing number of Catholics who take the summer off. It 
is a behavior that I frankly do not understand. Why does 
it make sense to give up the Eucharist for the summer? 

Some folks tell me they just don’t like to break up a 
nice sunny beach day by trying to fit church into their 
easy-living summertime mentality. Others say that when 
they travel it is not easy to find a Catholic church or to 
find out what the Mass schedule is. They say this with a 
straight face, even though they and I know that most 
Catholic churches post the Mass times on their sign-

boards. With today’s technology, it is very easy to find 
out when Masses are scheduled. All you have to do is go 
to www.Masstime.org, type in the city or town where 
you are staying, and voila! you have the Mass schedule. 

Parents never admit that they take the summer off, 
but their young children do. I have children tell me, 
“Mom and Dad say we don’t have to go to church once 
religious education classes are finished.” Even if they did 
not tell me, all I have to do is look out on Sundays after 
those sessions are done for the year and see how our 
numbers noticeably go down. A very wise priest told me 
many years ago that religion is caught, not taught. What 
kind of example are parents giving if they show by their 
actions that finding the time to worship and thank God 
for all His gifts is an optional activity? 

While I am at it, there is another behavior that I do not 
understand. Some folks go to other churches during the 
summer. I realize that sometimes this might be neces-
sary. Sometimes our day is so full that the Mass schedule 
at another church might be more favorable. Having said 
that, I would like to ask everyone who is a member of 
our parish to make every possible effort to worship with 
us each and every week. Unless you are sick or away, we 
expect you here with us for Mass each and every week-
end. 

 – Joe Creedon 
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Below are the names of this year’s 
Confirmandi followed by the saint’s  
name each student chose as his or  
her confirmation name. 

Kevin Almond (Anthony) 

Erica Andronowitz (Catherine) 

Margaret Bender (Francis)  

Adam Betts (Adam) 

Jack Blessing (Jude)  

Kathryn Boegler (Angela) 

Kyle Brassil (Vincent)  

Bridget Buckley (Cecilia) 

Christopher Burke (Francis)  

Connor Butler (John) 

Christopher Caldarone (James)  

Scott Campbell (William)  

Michael Carnevale (Pasquale)  

Alivia Casillas (Mary)  

Nicholas Charbonneau (Raphael) 

Ryan Charleson (Bernard) 

Mark Christofaro (Mark) 

Kelly Cicchese (Christina) 

Gregory Coleman (Benjamin) 

Kathryn Colon (Francis) 

John Connolly (John) 

Pasquale Corso (Joseph) 

Matthew Costaregni (Michael) 

Valerie Cyr (Elizabeth) 

Cole Davidson (Gregory) 

Eliza DeCubellis (Margaret) 

 
 

Summertime and the livin’ is easy – sometimes too easy 

—  Confirmation 2011  — 
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Ava DeMarco (Brigid) 

Isabella DeSpirito (Verena) 

Olivia Dodd (Julia) 

Drew Dunham (Elmo) 

Sawyer Duran (Michael) 

Matthew Farrell (John)  

Kendall Feaster (Kateri)  

Alison Fonseca (Lucy) 

Timothy Gennari (Damien) 

Ashley Ginda (Therese)  

Owen Glanville (Michael) 

Abbey Greene (Elizabeth) 

James Hayes (David) 

Alexander Hedglen (Peter)  

Brandon Hildebrandt (John)  

Devyn Hildebrandt (Sebastian) 

Laura Hynes (Marcella)  

Victoria Jedson (Jane) 

Andrew Jennings (Thomas) 

Adam Kaley (Paul) 

William Kammerer (William) 

Molly Keeffe (Julia) 

Julie Ann Knight (Isabella) 

Lindsey Larimer (Elizabeth) 

Benjamin Lee (Henry) 

Christopher Mallon  (Patrick) 

Emma McConnell (Emma) 

Shealyn McDonald (Elizabeth) 

Shane McElroy (John) 

Danielle Millick (Marciana) 

Matthew Mollo (Matthew) 

Lauren Moran (Elizabeth) 

Colin Murphy (Isaac)  

Lukas Nunnery (Christopher)  

Connor O’Loughlin (Gabriel) 

Jessica Patalano (Monica)  

Alexander Perreault (Joseph)  

Benjamin Pesante (John) 

Kennedy Phillips (Elfleda)  

Frederick Pope (John)  

Kathleen Rafanelli (Veronica)  

Alicia Richards  (Angela)  

Chesney Romanello  (Christina) 

Mary Rosa  (Susana) 

Lucia Rush (Joan) 

Nicholas Sarazen (Paul) 

Colin Schmidt (Patrick) 

Leah Schwender (Mary)  

Carly Sheehan (Margaret)  

Paige Sheridan (Cecelia) 

Bridget Skerry (Ann) 

Gabriella Smith (Catherine) 

Alexander Smolan (Sebastian) 

Sara Stone (Bridget) 

Elizabeth Sullivan (Mary) 

Tyler Elizabeth Tao (Barbara) 

Samuel Torrejon (Thomas) 

Nathan Vandemoer (Richard) 

Erica Vincent (Juliana) 

Nicholas Weeks (Philip) 

Jarred Whalen (Sebastian) 

Amber Worthen (Clare) 

Matthew Wynsen (James) 

(Continued from page 2) 

Confirmandi... 

 

Did You 
Know… 

Sarah Thomas Tracy was awarded 
the Assumption College Outstanding 
Alumna Award. She graduated with a 
double major in religious studies and 
rehabilitation studies. 

After receiving  a master’s degree in 
pastoral ministry from Boston College, 
she worked for the diocese as program 
director for youth retreats at the former 
St. Dominic Savio. Following an 18-year 

career at Fleet Bank as an Assistant Vice 
President in human resources, she 
joined the faculty at The Prout School. 

Sarah, a religious studies teacher at  
Prout,  takes every opportunity to share 
with her students the impact that a 
Catholic higher education had on her. 
She also serves on the Liturgy Commit-
tee and as a Lector. She and her hus-
band, Phil, reside in Richmond. 
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Season of Welcome, 
Season of Joy 

t Christ the King, the sharing of time, talent and treasure is central to 
the life of the community. For the Mancini family, members of Christ 
the King parish for the past 12 years, the concept of stewardship is a 

family affair. About once every six weeks, Greg and Suzanne, along with their 
three children, Quentin, Giuliana and Griffin, help clean up after the coffee 
and donut gathering that follows the 9:15 a.m. Mass. 

For Suz-
anne, finding 
a steward-
ship opportu-
nity the 
whole family 
could partici-
pate in was 
i m p o r t a n t . 
Helping with 
s o m e t h i n g 
the family 
has always 
enjoyed – in 
this case, a 
w e l l -
d e s e r v e d 
Sunday treat 
– was an ex-
tra bonus. 
She wanted her children to understand that Christ the King is their commu-
nity; and they have a responsibility for giving to, as well as receiving from, 
the church.  

"Each time we help out, I feel closer to my faith and the community," says 
Suzanne. "It has been a real blessing to me and my family." The family has 
become much more invested in the life of the parish since beginning their 
stewardship journey. In fact, both Suzanne and Greg have recently added to 
their commitment by becoming Eucharistic ministers. 

Getting to know other parishioners and having the chance to talk with Fa-
ther Joe and Father Matt have been wonderful for parents and kids. Just 
hanging out in the kitchen and helping with what needs to be done is a great 
way to connect with other members of the community. It has given the fam-
ily the chance to meet many people they might not otherwise have known. 

"Stewardship is what makes our parish so alive," says Suzanne. "It has 
been such a wonderful gift to be able to teach our kids that through their 
service, they truly become part of the community." 

– Patti Alley 

Feeling Closer to Their Community 

 

Griffin, Greg, Giuliana, Suzanne and Quentin Mancini 

 

This wonderful season of spring 
might also be called the season of 
Sacrament. When all of creation is 
springing forth from the dead of 
winter here in New England, we as 
believers emerge from the desert of 
Lent into the light of the resurrec-
tion!   

 We are an Easter people, celebrat-
ing the fullness of God’s gifts to us, 
especially the gift of His Son, Jesus. 
What better time for welcome! We 
welcome the adults in our RCIA 
process at the Easter Vigil. We re-
sume our Baptism schedule, wel-
coming infants and children at a 
Sunday liturgy each month. This 
year, 89 young men and women 
were sealed with the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit as they celebrated confirma-
tion. What better time to celebrate 
Eucharist, the Real Presence of Jesus 
among us!    

 It is also time for welcoming our 
parish children to the Eucharistic 
table to receive First Holy Commun-
ion. While this is a special event for 
these children and their families, it is 
equally important for our parish 
community. Gathering for Sunday 
liturgy has always been important to 
believers, but Vatican II reminded us 
that weekly liturgy is the “source 
and summit,” the nurturing core of 
the believing community. More and 
more we realize that sacraments 
belong to the whole community, and 
should be celebrated within commu-
nity liturgy whenever possible. More 
and more we realize our communal 

(Continued on page 5) 
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elly Gershkoff lost her favorite stuffed animal, a dog named Sparky, when she 
was five years old. Her parents, Ansje and Dennis, along with her sister, Kristen, 
searched for Sparky for a long time, to no avail.  

When Kelly was eight years old, Kristen decided she would like to be part of the 
babysitting service at Christ the King, and Kelly went along to help. Imagine her sur-
prise when she found Sparky among the toys! She had left him there while spending 

time in the babysitting group while 
her parents attended liturgy. It al-
most seemed a sign that Kelly be-
longed there, but now in a different 
capacity.  

  Kelly, now 13, and Kristen, 14, have 
been part of the babysitting service 
along with their mother, Ansje, for 
about five years now and they all 
really enjoy caring for the little ones. 
Ansje mostly supervises the girls as 
they prepare the room with chairs, 
toys and books. The girls read sto-
ries, play games and sometimes 
build life-size statues out of Legos.  

   Ansje was educated in the North 
Kingstown schools, received her 
nursing degree from Rhode Island 
College and is now employed at 

South County Hospital. She married Dennis in 1991 at Christ the King. A native of 
Cranston, Dennis received his bachelor’s degree in engineering from the University of 
Rhode Island and his master’s in the same field from Northeastern University. He is 
employed by Boothroyd and Dewhurst, a local engineering firm.  

Both Kristen and Kelly were baptized and received First Communion at CTK, and 
Kristen is in the first year of the Confirmation program. Kelly is in the seventh grade at 
Narragansett Middle School and Kristen is a freshman at Narragansett High School. In 
the summer, Kelly helps with the Narragansett summer youth track program, and 
Kristen is a junior docent at the Gilbert Stuart Museum.   

Both girls enjoy being parishioners and particularly appreciate the friendliness of 
the community. They also find the weekly readings and homilies interesting. Ansje 
loves sharing the babysitting stewardship with her daughters. A special treat is en-
joyed when, following their babysitting duties, they all join Dennis for a family break-
fast when he finishes his duties as a crossing guard for the CCD program. The 
Gershkoffs pray together and give their time together in a loving, helpful way to Christ 
the King parish. They are truly an excellent example of what it means to be a faith-
filled family. 

– Margaret Riley 

Babysitting Ministry all in the Family 

responsibility to nurture 
and celebrate the faith of 
all of our members.  

 We continue our tradition 
at Christ the King, cele-
brating First Communion 
at Sunday liturgies during 
the Easter season. We can 
all participate, we can all 
rejoice, as we make room 
at the table for the future 
of our Church! It is truly an 
exciting time for the chil-
dren, their families and for 
us as believers.  

– Jennifer Marran 

This year we welcome the 
following children cele-
brating First Communion:  

(Continued from page 4) 

Kristen, Ansje, Dennis and Kelly Gerskoff 

 

Joy... 

Carter Andrews 

Christopher Bell 

Ethan Betts 

Brooke Bolster 

Brady Butler 

Jane Carr 

Alexander Champagne 

Delia Champagne 

Shane Choquette 

Annika Clarke 

Jackie Comeau 

Benjamin Cowan 

Nicholas DiBattista 

Jacob Dussinger 

Abigale Evangelista 

Lauren Farless 

Carley Fewlass 

Brigid Fitzgerald 

(Continued on page 6) 
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he recipient of our annual 
Stewardship Award on April 
30 was Mr. Joseph Laffey. Joe 

was present at the dedication of 
Christ the King Parish in 1956, as an 
aide to then-Governor Roberts.  

Joe Laffey is both a familiar face 
and name to many generations of 
families in South County. He taught 
history at South Kingstown High 
School for many years, and his long
-time stewardship at our parish 
began in the Ministry of Lector and 
continued for quite some time. 

Joe is involved in a monthly 
stewardship project – he is the first 
to sign his name on Stewardship 
Weekend as a driver to Assumption 
Parish. He loads his car with our 
food collection and unloads it again 
in Providence.  

Early on a Sunday morning, he is 
a frequent visitor to Dunkin’ 
Donuts as he packs up the CTK 
donut order in his car and then ar-
rives at the parish kitchen to make 
lemonade for the children and pre-
pare coffee for the adults. This is all 
accomplished beginning at about 
6:45 a.m.  

These time-consuming contribu-
tions are made even more poign-
ant as Joe will be 89 years old this 
coming New Year’s Eve! 

Look at the photo carefully if you 
are new to South County. Perhaps 
you did not sit in his classroom, but 
this healthy gentleman cycles the 
roads of South County and the bike 
path 20 miles each day!  He is the 
father of 10 children, grandfather 
of 18 and great-grandfather of 8.   

“To each person the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit is given for the 
common good.” 

Joe Laffey lives a life of steward-
ship, and for this our community is 
both thankful and blessed. 

 

John Fogarty 

Francesca Fontaine 

Owen Goba 

Sofia Grossi 

Jonathan Hannon  

Megan Hartley 

Janice Hixon  

Shane Jedson 

Madison Jones 

Aidan LaLonde 

Michael LaRoche 

Christopher LoPresti 

Sydney Loud  

John Mainella 

Casey Mastin 

Isaac May 

Mary McKay 

Daniel McNeil 

Alexa Mitchell 

Peter Muhitch 

Thomas Murphy 

Conor Nichols 

Madeline Paquette 

Thomas Pezzullo 

Ella Philippi 

Nicholas Pierson 

Marcus Plante 

Tyler Puglia 

Andrew Rae 

Andrew Rosa 

Sophia Rousseau 

Carolina Roy 

Kandice Rush 

(Continued from page 5) 

Joy... 

Sean Ryan 

Aniena Simone 

Lauren Storti 

William Stuart 

Jack Sweeney 

Jessica Tingley 

Ivra-Lucia Trubiano 

Eamon Warner 

Stewardship Award Winner 

Joe Laffey and Nancy Drennan at 
the April 30 Recognition Reception. 

Banners made by children who will receive the Sacrament of  
Eucharist hang in the church on their First Communion weekend. 
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eo Fox has been singing in some 
type of choir all his life. Growing 
up in Pawtucket, Leo sang in the 

choir at St. Joseph’s parish as a boy, 
moving on to the Glee Club at Provi-
dence College, and finally ending up in 
the choir at Christ the King in 2003. Leo 
considers singing in the choir a natural 
extension of his Catholicism. He at-
tended St. Raphael Academy before 
Providence College, and feels a connec-
tion to his faith through the choir.   

Leo and his wife, Agnes, have been 
members of Christ the King since 2002, 
following a move to Kingston to be near 
their children, who live in South County. 
As a boy, Leo enjoyed spending summer 
days at the ocean in Narragansett, and is 
happy to be closer to the ocean now.  

He is a semi-retired CPA, and is also a 
retired Air Force Colonel after spending 
nearly 30 years with the Air National 
Guard and Air Force Reserves.  

A highlight for Leo since joining the 
CTK choir was the singing group’s trip to 
Ireland in February, where they 
performed concerts at four churches 
(including Carlow Cathedral) and a hotel 
to help with fund-raising efforts and to 
share in fellowship. It was a thoroughly 
enjoyable and rewarding experience for 
Leo, helping to make an impact on local 
social benefit programs.  

Leo also serves on the parish Finance 
Committee and is a driver for food deliv-
ery to Assumption parish in Providence.  

– Elise Hedglen 

RCIA candidates who were baptized at the Easter Vigil 
were Christina Jolin, Benjamin Savath and Christina 
Tingley.  

Our candidates for First Communion and Confirmation 
and full communion with the Roman Catholic Church 
were Jeffrey Fewlass, Ruthann Sampson, Krista McLean, 

Maranda McCormick, Kelson McDaniel, Todd Cowger 
and Jason Clark.  

They were presented by their sponsors: Christopher 
DaCosta, Corey Marchetti, William Flatley, Amelia and 
Robert Green, Tomislav Rogic, William and Kathleen  
Dennard, Barbara Kenney and Lisa D’Amore. 

Rite of Christian  
Initiation of Adults 

Pictured at right are some of the 

RCIA candidates, along with RCIA 

team leaders Karen Swoboda (first 

row, 3rd from left), Jay Swoboda, 

(second row 2nd from left),  

Nancy Drennan (second row  

3rd from left) and the Rev.  

Matthew Glover (third row). 

Music Has Always Been a Part of His Life  

 

Leo Fox 

 



ecently, I 
was blessed 
with the 

opportunity to 
travel to Guate-
mala with fellow 
physical therapy 
students and vol-
unteer in several 
rural villages. This 
was quite an eye-
opening experi-
ence for me. 
Many of these 
families live in 
homes that are 
smaller than 
most master 
bathrooms, but 
still manage to count their blessings every day. 

During our stay, we were privileged to work at a clinic in San Pedro 
for children with physical disabilities. I met many amazing and coura-
geous young males and females here. One of the children, Manuel, has 
no use of his arms or legs but has not given up hope; he paints beautiful 
pictures every day while holding the paintbrush in his mouth. I also met 
another artist, Milton, who had a stroke about two years ago and has 
very poor use of his right hand. He has taught himself how to draw with 
his left hand. This really showed me his natural, God-given ability for 
drawing. 

Many of these children would have different outcomes if they were 
born in the United States. Being in Guatemala for two weeks showed 
me how lucky I am to be living in the U.S. The faith of the Guatemalans 
is as strong as ever, through the good and the bad. If you asked Manuel, 
he would say that he’s blessed to still be able to paint using his mouth. 
Milton would say he’s lucky he can still use his left hand. This trip has 
made me think about what my blessings are and how I am using them. I 
hope others may be as lucky as I was, to be able to take advantage of an 
opportunity that has proven to be a truly worthwhile experience. 

– Krista McLean 

Note: Krista became part of Christ the King at the Easter Vigil this 
year following completion of the RCIA process. She is a second-year 
graduate student in the Doctor of Physical Therapy program at URI. A 
native of New Hampshire, Krista moved to Narragansett when she be-
gan her graduate studies.  
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Helping in Guatemala  

Krista McLean and Catherine Ciemier with one 
of the children from the San Pedro clinic. 

 

Creating a Special 

Baptism Memento 

any of us who have children bap-
tized at Christ the King are saving 
a memento that was made with 

loving care by Diane Cormier.  

For many years, Diane has been cre-
ating the bibs that are given to each 
child on that important day. If you go 
into that "memento box" in your attic 
or basement and take out the bib 
given to your child, you might find 
Diane's initials sewn in white thread. 

Each month, she spends many hours 
sewing the special bibs, each made of 
cotton muslin with a ribbon cross. 
Once, when she was visiting family in 
Pennsylvania, she stopped at a ribbon 
outlet and bought so much ribbon that 
they took interest in what she could 
possibly be making. She likes to find 
just the right ribbon that is appropri-
ate for both boys and girls. She pur-
chases all the materials, and each bib 
is her special gift to the baptized. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Diane Cormier 
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A Well-Earned Retirement 

n 1961, Tom Drennan was a 22-year-old graduate 
of Providence College and had returned to his 
hometown of Wethersfield, CT. to teach history at 

his alma mater. He lettered in basketball, baseball and 
soccer in high school and was the manager of the Provi-
dence College basketball team that won the hearts of 
Rhode Island and also the NIT Championship in Madison 
Square Garden.  

His coaching career began as football coach at Weth-
ersfield, and continued as assistant basketball coach at 
Central High School in Providence with the late Jimmy 
Adams. In a few short years, he became golf coach, head 
basketball coach and Athletic Director of Roger Williams 
College in Bristol, R.I. Tom led the golf team to the 1968 
NEIGA Small College Championship. 

Soon opportunity knocked and he became assistant 
basketball coach with Jack Kraft at URI until 1977. He 
entered Administration as Assistant Director of Financial 
Aid and later was invited to become the men’s golf coach 
at URI. Under Tom’s direction Rhode Island has domi-
nated men’s college golf in the Northeast over the last 

decade. The Rams have won 10 of the last 11 New Eng-
land Intercollegiate Golf Association Championships, five 
Atlantic 10 Championships and made 16 straight NCAA 
regional appearances. Rhody has also won the New Eng-
land Division 1 Championship 10 times in the past 11 
years.  

Eight years ago, Tom invited Ralph Groves to be his 
assistant coach and an existing friendship blossomed into 
a cross between “brothers” and “two grumpy old men!” 
They work together, travel together, play together and 
now retire together. It has been a wonderful experience 
for two exceptional men. 

In addition to his already impressive resume, Tom was 
honored by the Golf Coaches Association of America as 
one of three inductees into its 2007 Hall of Fame Class 
along with Arnold Palmer! He has served as President of 
the National Golf Coaches Association of America. He  
has served as the NCAA District Chair for the National 

(Continued on page 10) 

 

Tom Drennan shares the spotlight with Arnold 
Palmer as inductees into the Golf Coaches of 
America Hall of Fame in 2007. 

Ralph Groves with fellow CTK parishioner URI 
Athletic Director Thorr Bjorn. 

 



PAGE 10                                                                                                               MUSTARD SEED / JUNE 2011 

STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION  

Tournament Selection Committee and is on 
the board of the Future Collegians World 
Tour and the U.S. Challenge Cup.  

The fundamentals of the game, no matter 
the sport, can be learned and taught to tal-
ented players. However, it is in the making 
of their character, their honesty, their 
sportsmanship and love of the game that 
Tom has excelled. With hopes that all these 
young athletes will remember in the game 
of life what Tom tried to instill in them as 
they took their places in society.  

I am proud to call him my husband, my 
friend. We are the proud parents of four 
daughters, sons-in-law and 10 grandchil-
dren. These are the rewards and awards 
that matter the most: a husband – a father 
– a Papa – a friend.  

– Nancy Drennan 

(Continued from page 9) 

Retirement... 

Patrick Swoboda is spending the month of 
June in Providence playing bass in the or-
chestra for Arlene Violet's new musical, “The 
Family.” The play is being staged in the  
upstairs theater of Trinity Rep, and is sched-
uled to run six shows a week June 3-30.  

Patrick was awarded a Bachelor of Music 
in classical bass performance from New York 
University's Steinhart School of Culture, Edu-
cation and Human Development on May 17. 
He will return to NYU in the fall to pursue his 
master of music in performance.  

Patrick began his bass career studying 
with Tom Kendzia, and played publicly for 
the first time as part of Christ the King's  
music ministry, following in the footsteps of  
his older brother, Jack. Patrick still enjoys 
playing at CTK whenever he is in Rhode  
Island. 

Did You 
Know… 

Tom Drennan celebrates his retirement with his 10 grandchildren, 
Conor Just, Neive Skerry, Ceileidh Just, Jack Skerry, Grace Gib-
bons, Andrew Gibbons, Bridget Skerry, Michaela Skerry, Brendan 
Gibbons and John Thomas Gibbons. 

Patrick Swoboda 
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Though she has had some help 
over the years, she could always use 
more hands. Anyone interested is 
invited to contact her at erdy4@ 
cox.net. She is willing to mentor 
anyone who wants to learn, includ-
ing any confirmation student who 
would like to earn community ser-
vice hours. 

Diane also donates her time and 
talent to the Make A Difference pro-
ject, sewing quilts for children who 
are hospitalized. Project members 
also knit scarves, hats and mittens, 
and make wheelchair blankets. 

She cites a quotation from Elea-
nor Powell, remembered since she 
was a child when she embroidered 
it as a project: "What we are is 
God's gift to us. What we become is 
our gift to God." Diane is certainly 
living up to that challenge with her 
contributions to our parish. 

– Karen Pinch 

(Continued from page 8) 

Memento... A Farewell...and a Welcome 

This issue of the Mustard Seed 
marks a transition. We say good-bye 
and a heart-felt thank you to Nora 
Hall, who has served as the Mustard 
Seed editor for the last five years.  

We have been the beneficiaries 
of her “tweaking” and putting the 
finishing touches on the  stories 
submitted by our Mustard Seed 
writers. We wish Nora Godspeed 
and many blessings. 

Marcia Grann O’Brien has step-
ped up to take on the job as Mus-
tard Seed editor. Marcia has many 
years’ experience in the newspaper 
field and served as editor of the for-
mer diocesan newspaper, The Provi-
dence Visitor, bringing it through its 
transition to The Rhode Island 
Catholic. 

Welcome Marcia. We look for-
ward to your service and expertise 
for many years to come! 

 

Nora Hall 

Marcia Grann O’Brien 

 

Confirmation  

May 7, 2011 

Gathering for the processional into 

church on Saturday, May 7, were the 

Rev. Matthew Glover, Rev. Joseph 

Creedon, Rev. Michael Colello, 

Bishop Thomas J. Tobin and Msgr. 

John Halloran. Bishop Tobin  

administered the Sacrament of  

Confirmation to the 89 Confirmandi.   
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To everything there is a season  
and a time for every purpose  
under heaven .   — Ecclesiastes 3:11 

Mary Nuzum 

James Wells 

Evelyn Russell 

Elizabeth Simonini 

William Ballou 

Thomas Sandham, Jr 

A TIME TO DIE  –  DEATHS  

Mr. and Mrs. John Puskarich 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Clarke and family 

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Sanchez 

Mr. David Fleury 

Ms. Kimberly Cunningham 

Mr. Christopher DeGrave 

Ms. Kristy Laquale/Mr. Ken Hogan and 
family 

Ms. Joan Ross 

Ms. Allison Schubert and family 

Mr. and Mrs. James Manning 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Laurent and family 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Corley 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kenny and family 

A TIME TO LOVE –     

NEW PARISHIONERS 

A TIME TO BE B O R N    –      BAPTISMS  

Madeleine Dorothy Voccio, daughter of Joseph and Amy Voccio 

Luca Scott Serrecchia, son of Scott and Talia Serrecchia 

Cora Jane and Hadleigh Anne Edge,  
 daughters of Shawn and Tivia Edge 

Josephine Violet Trainor, daughter of John and Valerie Trainor 

Annemarie Shaw 


